Partly cloudy weather with a slight drop in tenperatures 
light showers in the north, at night all over Kingdom 
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ISRAEL LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN 
TO CRIPPLE ARAFAT'S US VISIT 



. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
met yesterday in Washington with 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
among repons that the American 
Administration is pressuring him not 
to publicly declare a Palestinian state 
next Mity. 

Arafat refused alter a 40-mimiie 
meeting with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to discuss the 
state opt km, saying briefly that 
Palestinian leaders were grappling 
with the question. “This can't be 
nicmioncd now," Arafat told 
i e{ 10 iters. 

Meanwhile, a group of Senators in 
Congress are planning to introduce a 
resolution opposing the declaration 
of a Palestinian state. Sen. Sam 
lirownback, A Republican from 
Kansas, leading the effort to intro- 
duce die legislation, said a unilateral 
declaration of a state* "viol ares 
Palestiiiinn-Esracli understandings 
"and the United States should not 
recognize any sudi dec la rat ion." 

Amlin, however. allirmed aftei the 
meeting wirh Albright his intention 
of cairying the peace accords with 
Israel tliiough. “I am insistent on fol- 
lowing up the jwjce process." he 
said. 

However, during the brief 
exdiange at tire doorway of'the State 
Department, he did not say how lie 
tlii'iigliL (ire process could he 
revived. 


by THE ARAB DAILY 

Washington office 

Tire Palestinian leader got a boost 
before arriving, though, when the 
State Department announced it had 
no evidence to support Israeli accu- 
sations tluit suspects in iittacks nil 
Americans had Iran set free from 
Palestinian National Authority fPNA) 
prisons. 

Slate Department spokesman 
James Rubin denied the Israeli accu- 
sations saying that "tliose chaiges. so 
far as we can tell, are simply not 
pruveii by any evidence." 

While Rubin disputed Israel’s 
assert inn. he said iliaL “with respect 
to other related issues of larger num- 
bers of people in tire revolving door, 
let me say that we do liave con- 
cerns.'' 

The "revolving duor" is a reference 
to Israeli daims tli.it suspects are 
detained and then quietly ler go. 

Rubin said "we liave chedted into 
this thoroughly, and we have not 
seen any evidence* lltat would core 
firm die charges that the individuals 
released were involved in the killing 
of Americans." 

Rubin was responding tu 
reporters’ questions concerning 
Israeli allegations chat five 
Palestinians suspected in attacks in 
which Americans were victims had 


been set free. 

The PNA denied these charges call- 
ing them “nonsense." 

In Jerusalem, David Bar-Man, a 
senior adviser to Netanyahu, rejected 
the U.S. finding, saying that five mili- 
tants released by the PNA were acces- 
sories to murder as participants in 
anacks that killed Americans. 

"The acnial killings were done by 
suicide bombers, so obviously ir is 
not they we me talking about but the 
|x*ople who planned, organized and 
executed the attacks," he said. 

After meeting with Secretary 
Albright, President Arafat was a guest 
at a lunch in Cungress hosted by a 
number nf members of Congress 
supporting the peace process. 

He is scheduled to meet with 
President Clinton briefly at a prayer 
breakfast Thursday. His panicipatiun 
has sparked complaints by some 
Christian fundamentalists and a 
Jewish group who are boycotting the 
event as a protest against Arafat's 
presence at the annual Itinctkm. 

Kandy Ihte. executive direcror ut 
the Christian Coalition, said lie would 
boycott the breakfast because it 
"would provide legitimacy to an 
imrepenranc terrorist who has the 
blood of thousands on his hands." 

Similarly, Thad Piuney, communi- 
cations director for the Traditional 
Viiiues Coalition, which represents 
*10,000 churches, said "we are 
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President Yasser Arafat 
Albright yesterday (AFP 

encouraging congressmen to boycott 
the breakfast because Arafat is an 
unrepentant terrorist ," using tbe 
same term when describing the 
Palestinian president. 

Matt Brooks, executive director of 
the National Jewish Coalition, said 


poses for a photo with Secretary of State Madslelm 
photo) 

Arafat had nut "changed his wavs." observers tbni Israel is doing iBbcf 
Brooks alsu repented the Israeli in make Amlin's visit to iheU$»£ 
asseniun that free suspects in attacks limit as possible, 
in which Americans were killed h>id “If fs an organized campjp 
been released. planned in 11*1 Aviv and execuwii 

It is obvious in the minds uf die Washington to nipple Arafat's#- 

I ’ales tii linns and independent exclaimed an observer Tuesday 
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FAMILIES OF DETAINEES: 


WE CANNOT CONTACT OUR SONS 


I 


More than 50 days after getting arrested by 
the Security Department, Majed Omar 
Mallah and Amjad Kharouf were still not 
allowed visits by their families. 

A relative of Kharouf who preferred not 
to lie identified said "we cannot get any 
Information about him since his arrest; his 
family is very worried. The security forces 
did not find prohibited objects when they 
searched his residence," A relative of 
Kharouf said Tuesday, asking for anonymi- 


He added that tlte International Red 
Cross tried to contacr die detainees, but 
failed and still unable to inquire about the 
condition of the detainees. 

The Red Cross on Tbesday preferred not 
to comment on this issue. 

Mallah and Kharouf! who live in Russaifa 
are members of the Islamic Action Front 
Party I1AFP). They were arrested on tlte 
17th December of last year at their homes 


and were kept in a Zarka jail, before getting 
transferred to Amman . according to their 
families. 

Mallah, a nurse at the Islamic Hospital, 
had been arrested on 1 99 1 , on suspicion of 
political activities, Kharouf is a contractor. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Mohammad 
Azaideli, Chief of the Freedoms Committee 
in Parliament, had sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, and a letter to 
Interior Minister Nayef Qadi, who 


promised to release (I Kin before the 20lh 
of Ramadan, according in Mullah's family. 

Azaiddeh refused lu I'onlinn or deny 
sending rhe letter, «r getting a promise 
from Qadi. 

Abdul Latieif Ambeyyjt, the Secretary 
General of the IAFP said Tuesday "we knew 
abour it too late. Their families did not 
inform us, that is why we could not contacr 
the authorities,” adding that the IAFP will 


by NASER SH0 

make inquiries soon. I 

nit: family of the detainees cha^i]*- 
teitlay that die security forces confer, 
a computer system and sotno'videofl*; 
Irom KhiiroLif’s home, in Mallah'scase*'. 
impounded some videotapes, ; v 
Hie Arab Daily tried to coto&p 
Interior Minister to get a reaction tffy 

diarges bur could not reach him. 


Speculation regarding the 
King's present health status is 
rampant upon His Majesty’s 
sudden return back home after 
only 9 clays of his departure to 
Mayo Clinic for urgent treat- 
ment of Lymphoma. An. expert 
fears that this - could mean the 

endoffhe/qad- " : 

■ "His Majesty’s health is in 
critical condition, as he has suf- 
fered ..internal organ* fail lire 
Ijfter his (a lied , hone inafroW 
Jfansplant;" rdetl^redV Sijmit 






IN DISBELIEF: A n.othnr'. leary eyes look on In dUbollel as oho cuddles with her child In a car parked in front ol the King 
m. 5 ffl imlr. His Majesty King Hussain lies an his slek bsd, Friday. Thousands of man, woman and children won! 

P'aying lorfho King (Photo by Osnmn Ab.-Ohnnlm) 

out for a vigil a* fno _ . ... . I,,,... hu nnrin i n <. a Aim. kin* headed hack to Amman remained at his bedside. 


Friday, the Muslims' day of 
prayer, was dedicated accross 
the Kingdom to the King. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
arrived back home at 09:50 am 
yesterday to be immediately 
transferred to the King Hussein 
Medical Center (KHMC)- At the 
time of publishing this newspa- 
per, he was In critical condition. 

In contrast to the King's first 
homecoming on the I9ih of 
January when hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jordanians and Arab 
nationals Jilt the streets to 
greet him. yesterday was one of 
the most solemn days, in the 


history of the Kingdom with the 
nation sitting at their television 
sets and radios listening to 
gloomy reports transmitted 
from all over the world. The 
nation went to bed yesterday in 
fear tltat the first homecoming 
was the last chance to bid 
goodbye. 

Reporters were not allowed 
at the airport nor Inside KHMC. 
Outside the military clinic, 
thousands or men. women and 
children stood in the rain await- 
ing any news on their beloved 
leader. 

For most Jordanians, events 


have been happening at a diffi- 
cult pace to follow. Prince 
Hussein, who was proclaimed 
King in 1952, is the only leader 
must Jordanians have known. 

• His return home on Friday 
came after a second bone mar- 
row transplant nil Tuesday, 
which failed leading to major 
medical complications accord- 
ing to his doctor. 

“His Majesty's condition has 
become critical due- to the fail- 
ure of the functions of internal 
organs," Samir Farnj. the King’s 
private doctor said in a state- 
ment from the U.S. before the 


King headed back to Amman 
alongside his family and offi- 
cials. 

"Based on (his health situa- 
tion). and based on His 
Majesty's wish, a decision has 
been taken to return to 
Amman," Faraj declared. "May 
God protect His Majesty and 
gram him health and long life." 

Meanwhile, news agencies 
reported yesterday that all 
members of the Royal family 
were at the KHMC, some of 
who were in tears, and that Her 
Majesty Queen Nonr and IIRH 
Crown Prince Abdullah 


remained at his bedside. 

News agencies also quoted 
Royal Palace and government 
sources, always requesting 
anonymity, making a range of 
different statements including 
the King's brain had stopjred 
functioning, his liver and kid- 
neys had failed and that he was 
surviving on life support In 
intensive care. 

The King has had only one 
kidney since 1992 when his left 
(Go to page 30) 

by RAMZI E. KHOURY 

Editor^inChtet 
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^JEVENTS LEADING TO KING'S 
L l ] RETURN TO HOMELAND 


REFUTED 


&Y ARAB DAILY REPORTERS 

T he Kingdom's authorities on religion and law refuted media 
reports claiming that the Royal Family is studying the option 
of shutting down a life support system that is keeping His 
Majesty King Hussein alive, saying that even if such a support sys- 
tem is in place, neither religion or law allow 'mercy Killing. 1 

From an Islamic point of view, Instruments on patients who are 
pronounced clinically dead must not be shut down until the per- 
son is completely dead. It is considered a great guilt," said former 
Minister of Islamic Affairs and Endowments Sheikh Abdul Aziz A1 
Kliayyat. “In my opinion, instruments must not be shut down 
because the patient might get his health back. Life and death are 
decided by Cod." 

Christianity also forbids the practise, a catholic priest said yes- 
terday. 

“In Christianity, there is no such thing as mercy killing. It’s not 
allowed.’" 

The priest who requested not to be named “due to the critical 
timing of the issue," stressed that “we should not tackle this issue 
now, all we should do is pray for our King." 

A Judge, also speaking on condition of anonymity, said “Mercy 
killing is considered a crime, but the court does not deal with it 
at the same degree as a dangerous criminal act due to the lack of 
a premeditated element." 

"The main goal of punishment is to prevent and discourage the 
dangerous criminal action," lie added. 

However, according to the judge, the issue is a crime because it 
is interpreted by religious law. 

"Jordanian law doesn't address mercy killing in a direct way. 
mostly it is left to Shari'a Islamic Laws," the judge added. 



By The Associated Press 

Key dates since King Hussein's last trip 
home to Jordan: 

Jan 19: King returns to a joyous wel- 
come in Amman after completing six 
months of cancer treatment in the United 
States, followed by two weeks' recupera- 
tion in London. 

Jan 25: King changes the line of succes- 
sion to the throne he has held for 46 years, 
dismissing his brother Hassan who has 
served as crown prince for 34 years. The 
new heir is Hussein's eldest son Abdullah, a 
37-year-o!d army major general. 

jan 26: King suffers a relapse and returns 


to the Mayo Clinic in the United States, 
where he previously underwent 
chemotherapy and a bone marrow trans- 
plant for his non-Hodgins' lymphoma, a 
cancer of the lymph glands. 

Jan 27: King's condition is described as 
stable. 

Jan 28: King gets out of bed and plays 
chess with a son, Prince Hamzeh. U.S. 
Secretary of State Madelyn Albright, in a 
show of American support for the new heir, 
makes a hastily arranged trip to Amman to 
meet Crown Prince Abdullah. 

Jan 29: Doctors say King Is feeling bet- 
ter. 

Jan. 30: King ends chemotherapy. 


Feb 2: King Hussein receives a new hunc 
marrow transplant and is listed in stable 
condition. 

Feb 4: King’s condition changes to criti- 
cal; apparently his body rejected the sec- 
ond bone marrow transplant. Doctors say 
the king's internal organs are failing. He 
leaves the Mayo Clinic to return to Jordan. 

Feb 5: King arrives in Amman, accompa- 
nied by Queen Noor and their four children. 
Prince Hamzeh, Prince Hashim, Princess 
Raya and Princess Iman. 

In sharp and somber contrast to his last 
homecoming, he is seen only by his medical 
team and closest aides. 


WHAT PEOPLE SAY 
ABOUT HIS MAJESTY 
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CANCER THAT FE LLE D KINO 

IS ON RISE, DOCTORS SAY 


T he cancer that King Hussein has is on the rise, but is 
usually considered one of the more curable forms pf can- 
cer. 

But in older patients, like the 63year-old King, treatment of 
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma is trickier; The bone-marrow trans- 
plant he underwent last week is usually a last-ditch, life-or- 
death effort to cure the disease. 

It was the King's second bout with cancer. He had a kidney 
removed in 1992 at the Mayo Clinic because of cancerous 
cells. But the clinic, known for its discreet treatment of world 
leaders and celebrities, declined any comment. 
Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma killed Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis. It arises in the lymphatic system, which includes a 
series of lymph nodes connected by tiny lymph veins. Lymph 
nodes make some of the body's immune cells, which are car- 
ried around the body by lymph fluid. 

: There has been a steady increase in the number of cases and 


on immunosuppressive drags because of organ transplants. about half the cases. 
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P eople could not believe 
what is happening, and 
did not want to. All you 
can see are sombre faces, tears 
and more tears in people's eyes 
which told all. 

Submitting to the will of God. 
praying to Him to save the King 
and criticizing the official 
media coverage of His 
Majesty's critical health situa- 
tion, although sometimes 
excused and blamed on the 
government, were the subjects 
Jordanians talked about yester- 
day. 

Dr. Ryad Al Hroub, 

Publisher of Several Local 
Newspapers. 

The Official media coverage 
had been extremely poor. As it 
was, I believe, three weeks ago 
when the King returned. The 
coverage was not as expected, 
and the official media role was 
absent. It did not realise that 
the World had become a small 
village, and if the Jordanian 
media does not come up with 
information, other media takes 
over. Hiding your head in the 
sand is ridiculous. All newspa- 


be published in the Kingdom. 
This Is wrong and unhealthy. 
Hie right tiling to do is to issue 
a detailed bulletin every half 
hour to cover the details of 
such an event. 

Had this been in London or 
any European country, there 
would have been a medical 
report issued every half hour 
and there would be an odicia] 
spokesman giving information 
to the local and foreign media 
alike. 

“In fact, the period during 
which Jordan has lived with 
King. Hussein is the most lively 
and dynamic. The King has 
made from Jordan a well estab- 
lished state. God blessed Jordan 
with the beloved King. 


ir starts out looking harmless enough - enlarged lymph 
nodes, usually painless, are the first symptom. But as the dis- 
ease spreads to lymph nodes near organs, they can enlarge 
press against them, causing breathlessness, constipation, 
loss of appetite and pain. 

Often the spleen enlarges and becomes overactive, produc- 
ing immune system cells, that attack red blood -cdlls, The 
patient becomes weak and anaemic, and usually has fevers; - 
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United States, after prostate, lung, colon and bladder.. -V 
i , One reason fbr the Increase Is the Al D$ epidemic- . people 
whose immune systems ;are suppressed by the HIV virus are 
i W ’susceptible to hon-Hodgkiji’s lymphoma, as are people 
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treatment is possible/ although on 
' caheer can be cured.. . . 

Radiation treatment ;can extend 
combined with the strong drugs: 


fe ci . als * iere think that what Is 
jl 'directed to the outside should 
ibe different than what should 


I was one of those who lived 
in Jordan during the reign uf 
King Abdullah, King Tal.il, and 
then King Hussein. 

I know exactly what has been 
built in this country that did 
not incorporate any of the 
state's components at that 
time. The King took Jordan's 
hand for inure than four 
decades," said Bzzedein 
El-Tal retired senior oflici.il. 

Professor of International 

Law, Ghassan Jundi Mi(i 
that, "His Majesty led this coun- 
try for a long time. His absence 
will affect everything in our 
daily lives. He is one of the 
great people who left their 
imprints on Jordan. 



Abdul Majeed 
Thnelbal The 

Controller of Muslim 
KrntlierluitKl told: 

"I pray hr Goil the Almighty 
to save the King and hope that 
the country will pass this criti- 
cal phase peace fully, because ii 
is vital to the stability and secu- 
rity of this country.” 

“We are determined to 
defend (lie political stability in 
uur country, n is a part and par- 
cel of our str.iregy lu have a sta- 
ble and secure country in front, 
of the many challenges lacing 
Jordan, especially from our 
Zionist enemy.'' 

"The situation is very critical. 
The decision makers decide 
what news coverage to release 
to the media." 

Sullon El Huttab 

There may be reasons behind 
the lack of coverage of this 
important event, but no one 
can deny the absence of the 
Jordanian media . Actually. 1 
have been receiving phone calls 
from citizens since the early 
morning criticizing the role of 
the Jordanian media, and sug- 
gesting that Jordan Television 
should either dose, or stop 
broadcasting songs and films 
and concentrate mainly op the 
present situation. 

I think there wilt be no great 
changes in the Jordanian policy 
and Jordan will keep its stabili- 

ty. . 

Mahmoud Al 
Sharoof 

According to the press they, 
are not allowed to announce 
.any Information about the 
Monarch’s health unless it Is 
authorized by the Royal Court. 
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THE MAN OF OUR OWN 

Starting the minute the King left Rochester for home, the 
world's esteemed media almost ignored most other news. 
He wanted to spend his Inst hours amidst his people and 
die on his national soil, they reported. 

If he must die. then this is what we also want. 

Thousands of reporters poured into Amman to cover the 
news. He is a world leader who made a difference on the 
international level, they agree. This is the dean of all world 
leaders, now fading away like the sun, hilt rapidly. Who 
amongst his colleagues does not realize the gravity of the 
situation? 

And he is the one who is known to dissolve tin moil as if 
a lump of sugar in his cup of leal 

lint to us who knew him all our lives as a kind father, an 
honest man and a servant of tile Million, believe that (lie 
sun will .still continue lu shine every morning. For he has 
set up the foundation on a solid rock and taught those 
around him how to continue raising the liuildiug high. 

Yet Jordan’s tears are justified. We don't cry lot lay in fear 
of what the future brings, hut became we will miss him. 
We will miss him as a man. One of our own who is mu a 
magician with a white dove up his sleeve. 

This what the wmltl should know. We should also cun- 
linue m make clear the truth: Abdullah will he a good King 
ami that this piece of news is not built cm an element uf 
conllict, Inn of sadness mixed wiLh pride. 
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after king 


BAQAA CAMP, (Reuters) — Palestinians in Baqaa refugee 
camp prayed for the dying King Hussein on Friday, having 
more to fear than most from the loss of one of the region's 
few pillars of stability. 

Several said Jordan was the only country which had given 
Palestinians citizenship and shelter when they fled their 
homes during the Arab-lsraeli wars. 

Now, in their hot and squalid camp, a people whose 
refugee status seems almost permanent fear even for that. 

"We pray for him. We are very worried about our future. 
What will happen to the Palestinians here if his heirs decide 
we are unwelcome in Jordan?" said Abu Wael, a baker. Many 
of the Palestinians in Baqaa, on the outskirts of the capital 
Amman and the largest refugee camps, said simply: "May 
God cure him.” Dozens turned to foreign stations such as the 
BBC or Radio Monte Carlo for news on the one topic of inter- 
est as Jordanian broadcasters said the king was still receiving 
treatment long after foreign media had reported he was clin- 
icaily dead. 

Palestinians make up a majority of Jordan's population. 
Many maintain a strong feeling of Palestinian identity and 
consider their presence in Jordan temporary. 

Already poor, many of the Palestinians fear more instabili- 
ty and economic hardship. 
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Minnesota (AP) — Like most Jordanians, Eddie Ansara 
waited anxiously Thursday for updates on King Hussein, who 
left the Mayo Clinic abruptly for Jordan in critical condition. 

But Ansara has an extra reason for his concern. Thanks to 
the 63-year-old monarch, Ansara is being treated For his 
Hodgkin's disease at the same famed clinic favored by 
Hussein. 

Ansara, 21, believes his treatment has costdlrs 250.000 so 
far. 

What can I say but that 1 owe him my life," Ansara said in 
an interview in his downtown hotel room, just across the 
street from Mayo. Ansara is just one of many Jordan ions who 
have benefited from the King’s generosity. He said he knows 
of four or five other patients at Mayo who are being treated 
on the King's tab. 

A spokeswoman at the Jordan Information Bureau in 
Washington, D.C., said it's common for citizens to get finan- 
cial help from King Hussein for health care, education and 
other needs. 

Ansara. the son' of a jewelry store owner in Amman, spent 
five months undergoing treatment that included chemother- 
apy and a bone marrow transplant. He faces another five 
weeks of radiation. 

"I feel good." said Ansara, his thin frame draped in a 
Michigan Wolverines T-shirt. "But I’m fatigued by the radia- 
tion, and my mouth is always dry." He’s just beginning to re- 
grow the hair lost ro chemotherapy, and he weighs 65 kgs - 
14 kgs less than when he arrived at the clinic. 

His cancer has been in remission for 70 days. 

Norma Ansara, who lias been in Rochester with her son 
since he arrived, watched from inside a shoe store as an 
ambulance took King Hussein from Mayo's Methodist 
Hospital to the airport. “I love. him very much. Everybody in 
Jordan loves him,” she said. 
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TAIL A PROBLE 



by SAMAR HIJJAWI 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) 
celebrated on Thursday the Internationa] Wetland Day, held 
every year on Feb. 2. at Azraq Wetland Reserve by planting 
endogenous plants such as Tamarix, Atriples and Palm trees. 

“We planted around 300 endogenous plants because they are 
adapted to the desert, and are a good example to people for 
conserving water,” said Khaldoun Kiwan, Head of Central 
Regions Reserves at RSCN. 

This occasion was established at the Convention, which was 
held in Ramsar, Iran on February 2, 1971. 

The Ramsar Convention calls on governments to ensure that 
the physical conditions which sustain their designated wet- 
lands, are not unduly disrupted and to take into consideration 
that birds are ecologically dependent on wetlands. 

“All countries that are signatories to the Agreement, cele- 
brate on this day at the same time," Kiwan added. 

However, Jordan is still facing mismanagement of water. 
Yehya Shehadeh, Acting Director of Conservation, said "Azraq is 
an example of water mismanagement of the natural resources. 
We should implement sustainable development to our natural 
resources, which means to balance between the pumped water 
and its renewable resources. 

Each year, the Azraq basin gets 25 million cubic meters, 
while the government pumps 50 million cubic meters which 
means it is not sustainable anymore." 

RSCN believes that by achieving and implementing proper 
management of sustainable use of natural resources, there will 
be a rehabilitation of natural resources; wetlands will be inte- 
grated and fresh water will be available. 

As a result, socio-economic programs will be implemented 
such as direct use oF reeds, mud and fishing. Tourism will 
increase and the reserve will be an educational center for stu- 
dents as a field lab. 

Laila Shai ar, Vice President of RSCN. Eng. Kiialid Irani RSCN's 
General Manager, Issa Sliahin. secretary general. RSCN employ- 
ees, RSCN members. Azraq citizens and other officials partici- 
pated in this event. 

Azraq Wetland Reserve is part or the Azraq Oasis and covers 
an area of about 12 sq.km. It is managed by RSCN. In 1977 the 
reserve was recognized by the convention as an international 
station for migratory wildfowl. 
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LOCAL NEWS 5 


Following is Article 28 of the 
Constitution which stipulates the 
mechanism of succession in Jordan. 
The King's decision was by the book. 

The Arab Daily 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
EHili KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
THE EXECUTIVE POWER 






. 28. TH* Throne of the Hashemite Kingdom 
If limited by Inheritance le the dynasty of 
King Abdullah Ibn Al-Huifsln In a direct 
line through his male heirs as provided in 
the following provisions;.- 


in us I im, mentally sound and born by a legitimate wife and 
ofmuslim parents. 

(f) No persun shall ascend The Throne who has been 
excluded from succession by a Royal Decree nil ground of 
unsuitability. Such exclusion shall mil ofilself include the 
descendants of such persun provided that the Roy.il 
decree of exclusion is signed by the Prime Minister and by 
four ministers at least of whom two shall be the Minister 


JnTjlie Royal prerogpftosishall pass from descendants or such persun pri 
ih6|^d«r off The ThfAtie4o his eldest son, decree of exclusion is signed by rhi 
dp|||h the eldest s^^'fhat son and by four ministers at least of whom tv 
i^4f|ur process ther^mp Should the eldest son of Justice and Minister of Interior. 

before The Throne devS^^pon him, his eldest son 
|Sl|fiheritTh^ throne, dl®!! the existence of broth- (g) The King attains his age of r 










pl|®herit ThS Throne, d®§ the existence of broth- (g) The King attains his age of majority upon the com- 
i| ,o|the debased son, '|Sied that the King may pletion of his eighteenth year, according to the lunar cal- 
of his brothers a$pr apparent: In the latter endar. If The Throne devolves upon a person who is under 
e/th^right to inherit The" throne from the holder of this age, the powers of the King shall be exercised by a 


i^ : g||t[ie. deceased son, jpiwded that the King may 

_C I I il. _ • 2 w£e> - L ■ l_ -L « InMni- 


|he shall pass to him. Regent or Council of Regency, who shall be appointed by 

a Royal Decree by the reigning King, but if the King dies 

^ould the person entitled to The Throne die with- without making such nomination, the Council of 
' eir. The Thmne .hall na« rn hi. eldest brother. Ministers shall appoint the Regent or Council of Regency. 


Ij) Be lore l lie.- Regent, or Vuvmv. «>i any mcmbei ui ihe 
Onincil of Regency or of the 'I hi one .ksuiik"; his office he 
slull lake an oath, as prescribed in Ailule 2'J hereof, 
before the fa > unci I ol Ministers. 

(k) In the event of the death of the Regent, or Viceroy, 
oi member ol the Council of Regency ui of the Throne, or 
should become incapable of performing his duties, the 
Council of Ministers shall appoint a suitable person to 
replace him. 

0) The Regent, or Viceroy, or member of the Council of 
Regency or of the Throne must not be less than thirty 
years of age. according tp the lunar calender year, pro- 
vided that any male person of rhe relatives of the King 
who has completed his eighteenth year of age, may be 
appointed to any such office. 







eir, The Throne shall pass to his eldest brother, 
th&pent that the holder of The Throne has no broth- 
Xne Throne shall pass to the eldest son of his eldest 


inisters shall appoint the Regent or Council of Regency. (m) In the event or the King being incapacitated by any 

mental illness, the Council of Ministers, on confirmation 
(h) In the event of the fCing becoming unable to exercise of his illness, shall immediately convene the National 




fehould his eldest brother has no son The Throhe his powers through illness, his powers shall be exercised Assembly. Should the illness be definitely confirmed, the 

the eldest son of his-ot|,er brothers accord- by a Regent, pr, coppcil of regency. Such Regent or Council National Assembly shall, by resolution depose.the Kipg 

jpfiitSlsSliority In « ^^^€^«ii®ncy^pw ^pointed by Royal Decree, andjfthe . whereupon the Royal Prerogatives shall devolve upon the 

fe '.’ f *®W*' oT -making such appointment^ the pefsoh eiititled thereto after him according to the provh 

brothers'W'n^i;^^ ^oiittment' shall be made by the Council of MinistitfL ■' : slohs 6F this Constitute. If the House pf Dejsutiis wa*! 
their descendants d isso!ve< ’ “ the its W* ** ^plred ; and no. new 

(b) above. ID Should the King desire to leave the country, he shall, house of Deputies had been 

& before his departure, appoint, by a Royal decree a Regent Deputies shall 

in the or Council of Regency. to'exercise. his powers during his iK'vY;. 

m absence ' The Regent *&"* - Regency sha " obsem ; 

nnu mndirinns which 'mav be prescribed in the Royal ffaGVThFpHGv-Tt«lfo-' M ; 


P§Vson|| 


nouse oi uepuues iiciu ueeu uic i.vmiiw ; nv«w w 

Deputies shall be : con 

• ; •• r : i‘ ■ ' v 

29 . The KliTg IKilV ujff# 
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PALESTINE, ISRAEL 
CLASH AT UN ON 
CONFERENCE 
PROPOSAL 


:GAZA ..01^,:(AFPj Palestinian leadership on 
’ K'ty , expressed confidence in jb^h’s /Grown. 
Prince AbduUah.-likely to. assum# power- soon Fof- 
Ibyrfflg fepdrts that liis fathering Htaetfis din/ 
. <ally,deisd ; - . ■ , Vj . 

. . am convinrp/l rhar Prmr«.A£aVii-,F.. .ijii 


of Palestinian lad de'r^Yas se KAra fa t 
. ; ^ijig Hussein has plny^;X big role and it Will be 
dtfncuft cp\ . fil^Hfe ( vQid thpy lie^lileav^'hGt we 
•. - : 'are certain - * 




ARAFAT: OUTCOME OF 
DONOR CONFERENCE IS 
A GREAT SUCCESS 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The 
Palestinians on Friday appealed to the UN 
General Assembly to fix an early date for 
a special UN conference to protect 
Palestinians in Israeli-occupied territo- 
ries. Israel's ambassador to the United 
Nations, Dore Gold, firmly rejected the 
initiative as “totally unacceptable to the 
state of Israel." 

The exchange took place at a recon- 
vened emergency special session of the 
185-nation UN General Assembly, which 
was due to vote on a non-binding resolu- 
tion later in the day after some 20 speak- 
ers address the forum. 

The draft resolution issues a new con- 
demnation of Israel’s "illegal" settlement 
building in disputed Arab lands, and pro- 
poses a conference in April of the paities 
to the 1949 Fourth Geneva Con vent ion 
relative to civilian protection in wartime. 

The Palestinian observer to the United 
Nations, Nasser A1 Kidwa, pointed out 
that the General Assembly had voted 
three rimes in the past 19 months to hold 
the conference, and it was now lime to fix 
a date. 

The draft resolution “recommends that 
die High Contracting Parties convene the 
said conference on April, 8. 1999 at the 
United Nations office at Geneva." 

After a series of meetings in Geneva, 
said A1 Kidwa, "now, we believe we have 
reached the end of the line." 


SATELLITE CHANNELS 
PREOCCUPIED WITH THE 
KING'S HEALTH CONDITION 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Friday said that he was pleased with 
the outcome of the meeting with countries pro- 
viding financial aid to the Palestinians. “I am 
very, very satisfied." Arafat told a news briefing 
here. 

"The results of the conference can be 
described as a success.” Arafat said before leav- 
ing Tor Bonn, where he was scheduled to meet 
German foreign minister Joschka Fischer. “I am 
very happy." 

Arafat again called upon the international com- 
munity to support the Middle East peace 
process. 

“The international community is responsible 
for the success of the peace accords." he said. 

The donor countries - who had pledged three 
billion dollars In financial support for the 
Palestinian economy in Washington last 
November - were meeting in Frankfurt to discuss 
which concrete uses the money would be put to. 

On Wednesday, the Palestinian National 
Autltority in Gaza said they would ask for an 
additional Si. 5 billion. 

But on Thursday, German Foreign Minister 
Fischer had said further financial aid would be 


linked to progress in Implementing signed deals. 

“We. the international community, will contin- 
ue our economic assistance to support the peace 
process in the Middle East," German Foreign 
Minister joschka Fischer said. 

But he added: "Let me state here clearly: the 
EU - and that goes for all donors, I am sure - 
expects both sides to fully live up to their com- 
mitments." 

"That is an indispensable condition for farther- 
aid." he stated. 

On Friday, the Palestinian leader promised to 
meet those commitments. 

“I assure you that in spite of all the difficulties 
we are facing, due to the suspension of negotia- 
tions and delays in the implementation of com- 
mitments, we still Reaffirm our total commit- 
ment to all signed agreements.” said Arafat. 

"We will not permit anyone to go back ftom 
the road oF peace which we consider a strategic 
option for our people, and we will do all in our 
power to oppose and outlaw all those who call 
for violence, extremism and terrorism.” Arafat 
continued. 

"We continue to be committed to the peace 
process.” 


FOREIGN SATELLITE CHANNELS 
were preoccupied with His 
Majesty King Hussein's health 
condition. Amman has become 
the number one capital in 
terms of out pouring reports 
every half an hour. CNN 
reporters, updated news con- 
tinually during the course of 
the day. ' Moreover, many trib- 
ute programs were breakfasted 
from CNN center in 
Washington. The BBC transmit- 
ted reports over the King’s 
health describing him as “the 
longest serving leader in the 
Middle East and the Champion 
of Peace." 

"A fighter for peace who Is 
lighting for his life," CNN said, 
enumerating the King's feats. 
Pictures in black and white 
recounting King Hussein's inau- 
guration in 1952, could be seen 
on Friday on different foreign 
and Arab satellite channels. - 

An interview on CNN Wltlvqn : 


Arab journalist in Al ilayat 
Newspaper said, "King Hussein 
is a controversial, visionary 
man who is well respected and 
well loved by Jordanians." 

“He read well through poli- 
tics. He is not shy from the 
West, but as a good reader of 
politics, he respected his peo- 
ple's stand towards the US and 
dealt with it wisely." 

by SHAHNAZ BASEESEH 

“As a human being, he is 
humble, concerned and warm. 
He is a good communicator 
who explains very well his news 
and emotions. He is not an 
average man,” she said. 

"The only ruler most 
Jordanians know" most chan- 
nels agreed. King Hussein Is 
the founder of the image of 
Jordan who "did not surprise 
Jordanians by sacking his broth- 
er Hassan and installing his 


ASSAD'S PREDICTED VICTORY A 
CHANCE FOR SYRIANS TO PARTY 


But Gold strongly opposed the confr 
ence which he said would set a dangero. 
precedent, "In repeated cases of warn 
aggression, ethnic cleansing, and m 
genocide, the high contracting pat* 
did not meet a single time," he said. 

The resolution “ignores the many cm 
of real aggression since 1949, andsti 
ro apply the Fourth Geneva Convene 
selectively in only one case, the cased 
Israel." 

Furthermore, he said, "It ignores it 
fact that today most Palestinians e 
under an expanding Palestinian adnii 
tration, and not under Israeli milit] 
administration." 

Gold said U was "not just offensive, in 
vulgar" to apply to Israel the convent 
which was set up after the horrors i 
World War II. 

Washington is also opposed to fiiir; 
any date for the international confereiM 
poiiiling to the timing of such an err 
just ahead of Israeli elections in Ms 
western diplomats said. 

In a bid to dilute support for St 
Palestinian move, which is supported 
tlie UN Arab group and non-afigod 
slates, the Israeli delegation has 
Israel’s position to UN missions. j 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrians have been having victory 
parties for Hafez Al Assad for weeks now, even 
though the vote isn’t until next week. 

A fifth seven-year term for the Syrian president 
isn’t hard to predict. Assad is the only name appear- 
ing on the Feb. 8 ballot. 

The referendum is an officially sanctioned oppor- 
tunity to get out and have a little fun in this some- 

SADDAM^ltM 


times dour land. 

Rallies, celebrations and late-night parties have 
become the rage since Jan. 14, when Parliament - 
which is dominated by a pro-government coalition - 
nominated Assad and no one else. 

Hundreds of Syrian youth roamed the streets of 
Damascus Friday, hanging out of cars plastered with 
Syrian flags and pictures of Assad, and honking their 

»i Envoy to i 


ALGERIA, ARAB STATES TO 
MEND FENCES 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
has sent a second envoy to Arab states, Iraqi News 
Agency (1NA) reported Friday, in an apparent bid to 
repair the country's strained relations with the Arab 
world. 

Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed Al Sahhaf was 
on his way to Algeria and several other Arab coun- 
tries, INA added. 

He is carrying messages from President Hussein 
urging "a unified Arab stand against the continuing 
US and British Bggression on Iraq and the unfair 
embargo," the agency reported, referring to the UN 
trade sanctions imposed after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

For the past five weeks, Iraq air-defense batteries 
have been firing at US and British planes patrolling 
the “no-fly" zones in northern and southern Iraq. In 


BBC stated that the life jj'; 
colossal "figure in the lw|j 
search lor Arab-lsraelip^T: 
Similarly, CNN dlsplff^.'- 
King's mission. . 

through documentary^- v,. 
menrs telling the sttpSw?.-’ 
signing the Peace ' 

1994 and the King's M;!' 
Jewish families who. 
daughters In a shoptfags.:'/ 
dent. “He is the tom$| 
of stability In the' Midfljp 
CNN believed, i . ■ ;vjj ■£. . 

CNN reporter in Aitjjw $' 
"Jordanians are faIUiajb$j ^ 
pie. The King has a jjfflgg £ 
this prospect very HQ 
will die when I am desjjij| ||2; 
die," the King jjtf : 

. "Every body ls i wa ^® 1 ' 
event knowing jt. is a 
great uncertainly,^ ' 

fetms of' the ;'Kirig‘S.'.j^^^'. 
CNN reporter ?ai<j*| ! 


response.’ the planes have been attacking the air- 
defense sites. 

Sahhafs visit is apparently aimed at mending 
fences after he stormed out of an Arab League for- 
eign ministers' meeting on Jan. 24. The minister was 
infuriated by a final statement, which did not con- 
demn the US-British airstrikes on Iraq in December 
and stopped short of denouncing the UN sanctions. 

On Thursday, Deputy Foreign Minister Nabil Nejim 
delivered a message from the Iraqi president to the 
Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
asking him to continue seeking Arab unity. 

The UN Security Council has said the sanctions 
cannot be lilted until Iraq proves that it lias elimi- 
nated its weapons of mass destruction. 


horns in celebration. 

Giant portraits of Assad blanket the mnin streets 
and government buildings in the Syrian capital, 
Damascus. A jungle of multi-colored placards pledg- 
ing allegiance and glittering, decorative lights cover 
street squares and homes. 

On Thursday evening, as on every night of the past 
week, Syrian men, women and children partook of 
lavish feasts and danced to national songs and folk 
music late into the night. 

A massive demons t ration in support of Assad is 
scheduled for Sunday in the city of Aleppo, where 
hundreds of thousands of Syrians arc expected to 
take part. 

The rallies are organized by groups loyal to the rul- 
ing Baath Socialist Parly and the various trade 
unions. 

[ lie festivities are accompanied by a media blitz ill 
the stale-run newspapers, which have devoted 
whole sections to the president. 

"Yes to the Maker of the Nation’s G lories." read the 
banner of [lie official Al Ba.it 1 1 newspaper Friday, 
above a large, colored photograph of Assad. 

Assad ■ Arabic for lion - has become one of the 
Arab world's must enduring leaders since he took 
power in a bloodless coup in 1970. 

Tlie 68-year-okl leader lias scored points nvetscas 
in recent years for gradually liberalizing the econo- 
my. 

Assail was rc-dcLled in a December 1991 referen- 
dum by 99.99 percent nl the vote and the result of 
Monday's referendum is not expected to be any dil 
fere lit. His uirrcin term ends on Minch 1 2. 
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CIVILIANS 
ITO REPLACE 
SOLDIERS 
AT EREZ 
CROSSING 


TEL AVIV (API — Israeli soldiers will be 
replaced by civilians at the main check- 
point between the Palestinian-con- 
trolled Gaza Strip and Israel where tens 
of thousands of Palestinian workers 
cross every day. a government official 
said Friday. 

Many of the soldiers posted at the 
Erez crossing are in tlie military 
reserves and iiave little experience In 
processing documents, said Shlomn 
Dror, a spokesman for the Israeli gov- 
ernment's Palestinian at fairs adviser. 

"We believe the situation will be 
more practical and professional" once 
the soldiers are replaced by employees 
of 1st ael's Pent Authority, Dror said. 

He said a terminal building was 
under construction and the changeover 
would take place in a few months, once 
the structure is completed. 

In the West Bank, crossings will con- 
tinue to be manned by soldiers until 
Israel and the Palestinians have negoti- 
ated a fii-niiaovnt pe.n.e a gt cement 
that dele uni nes final borders. IUor 
S,1 III. 


ALGERIAN 
PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS 
DRAW SOME 40 
CANDIDATES 



ALGIERS (AIT) — News tli.H Algerian pvvidenu.il eleitmiis are t<i be 
held in April has led c« > smne 40 caiiiliil.it ii*v bill with >ttt< t rule-, mi 
legist rniiuu, the number »n serious L'liiiendei* will be win tiled down 
in only a dozen. 

I'.ii ul idu res must «.ollcil at least Vfi.OdO signatures nl vnleis. ill at 
least 25 «»t the u unity's 48 dnliKis. or 1’ailmg this, Mm signature* «it 
elected nil'll Nils. 

The rules are designed l«» weed out the many marginal candidates 
who nourish on the political siciu*. 

Only n dozen heavy-weights are expected to survive the selection 
process, nearly all of whutn • with the notable exception of the most 
important IslainisL party, the Movement of Society lor I’eacc IMSPI - 
have announced their candidacy. 

The exact date of the poll has yet to be officially announced, but 
the government daily El Moudjahid said the first round should take 
place on April 15. 

The main candidates arc: 

- Beiiad Abdul Salam, former premier from July 1992-August 1993, 
independent. 

- Hocine Ait Ahmad, leader of the opposition Front of Socialist 
Forces |FFS). who returned to Algeria on Tuesday after a three-year 
exile in Switzerland. The FFS boycotted the November 1995 election 
won by President Li amine Zeroual. 

- Abdul Aziz Bouteflika. former foreign minister to President 
Houari Boumediene (1965-78). independent but backed by the 
National Liberation Front (FNL) and the ruling Rally for National 
Democracy (RND). 

- Sheikh Abdullah Jaballah, leader of the National Reform 
Movement (MRN). the breakaway group of the Islamist Ennahda 
(Rebirth) party. 

- Sid Ahmad Ghozali, former premier {June 1991 -July 1992), inde- 
pendent. 

- MoLtloud Hamrouche, former premier (September 89 - July 1992), 
independent backed by FLN reformers. 

- Louisa Hanoun, spokeswoman for tlie trotskyite Labour Party 
(FT). 

• Ahmed Ihleb ibrohhnl, former foreign minister under president 
Chadlt Bettj edid (1979 • 92). independent close to die Islamists. 

• Redha Malek, former premier (August 1993 - April 1994). head of 
National Republican Alliance. 

• Mokdad Sill, former premier (April 1994 - December 1995) 

- Mohamntad-Salah Yahiaoui. former official of the FIN, Indepen- , 
dent. 
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Arafat: We need the King 

FRANKFURT {AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
expressed hope Friday for the recovery of Jordan's King 
Hussein, saying char his leadership was needed in the Middle 
Fast. 

“We wish with all our heart that Hussein will get better. We 
need him," Arafat told journalists on the sidelines of a donors 
conference in Germany for the Palestinian territories. 

Israeli walkout at Palestine donor conference 

FRANKFURT (AP) — Israeli delegates walked out of an inter- 
national conference on aid to Palestinian areas after the 
Palestinians presented a map chat included Jerusalem in their 
would-be state, officials said Friday. 

The Israelis left the Frankfurt meeting of donor countries 
I Intraday night, only hours before Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat arrived Friday to attend, 

Arafat, in a news conference, refused to comment on the 
Israeli departure but said lie was encouraged that nil other 
participants stayed, including representatives of the United 
States. 

lie stressed that the peace process needs the support of 
the international community ro succeed. 

Kuwait shares the suffering of 
Jordanians * 

KUWAIT CITY, (AFP) — Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah nl-Ahmcd al-Jaber al-Sabah said his nation shared the 
distress of the Jordanian people over their King Hussein. 

“Kuwait shares the sadness and concern of our Jordanian 
brothers during these sad times for all or us." he said, cited 
by the official KUNA news agency. 

But ] ie added that “Jordan's Crown Prince Abdallah will 
faithfully guard the great edifice erected by King Hussein 
over half a century. “ 

KUNA did not specify whether a planned visit Saturday by 
Jordanian Foreign Minister Abdel Mali al-Khatib would be 
postponed. 

Lebanese towns prepare festive 
atomsphere for Syrian referendum 

BEIRUT (DPA) — Many towns in northern and eastern 
Lebanon near the Syrian border were Friday decorared with 
portraits of Syrian President Hafez Al Assad and colored 
lights as Syrian voters living in Lebanon prepared rn take part 
in a Syrian referendum Monday. 

40 posts were set up across Lebanon to 

enable hundreds or thousands of Syrian nationals living in 
Lebanon to lake part in the referendum. 

Meanwhile ,1 rally was <ln e , u be held later Friday in Beimt 
to show Lebanese leaders' backing for Assad 

ral * is «P® c “ d b * a t tended by Lebanese Prime 
Minister Mini Hoss. House Speaker Nnbih Berri and other 
high-ranking Lebanese officials. Hizbollah secretary general, 

speech Ha#ran NaS,ill,al '' is c ‘ x P ectcd to attend and give a 

Moioccaii police arrest Turks For foiling passports 

RABAT (Rl — Moroccan police have arrested members of a 

!' r . , 2 v*®** 5lls P tL ' Ccd 01 Forging Creek passports, the ofli- 
li.iI MAP news agency reported on Friday. 

It saitl the gang sold the forged travel documents to fallow 
Turks who wanted ro enter European Union countries 
MAP identified two of the arrested Turks as Ahmad 
Mohammad Hasson and Ramzan Zourluu. 'I he latter also has 
British nationality, they said. 


AN ERA OF M 

li Imminent 
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SUCCESSION 
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TEHRAN (R) — The aging lead 
ers of the Middle East are 
beginning to show their mortal- 
ity after decades in power, 
opening an era of succession 
fraught with uncertainty and 
risk. 

Most of the Arab world is run 
by aging or lung serving lead- 
ers, some with a history of ill- 
ness. Among them are Syria, 
Saudi Arabia and the Palestinian 
territories. 


A sudden switch in power 
seems unlikely in Saudi Arabia, 
where Crown Prince Abdullah 
has already taken over day-to- 
day running of the government 
from his ailing brother. King 
Fahtl. 76. 

Prince Abdullah has traveled 
to the United States, Japan and 
Western Europe and initiated a 
thaw with Iran, long seen by 
the Saudis as a troublesome 
neighbor across the Gulf. 


mess 

IhH the crown prince is in his 
niid-70s and some diplnmais 
say the United Stales is pinning 
longer-term hopes on Defense 
Minister Prince Sultan, whose 
son is Riyadh's influential 
ambassador (o Washington. 

Syrian President Hale/. Al 
Assad, in power since 1971, had 
been grooming his elder son 
Basel for the succession until he 
was killed in .1 car crash in 
l‘J l J4. Younger son Bashar was 


brought home from stoft 
abroad and enrolled in t 
army. 

He has risen to the rani: 
lieutenant -colonel and has|* 
influential in promoting a a 
tious, controlled opening; 
Syria to the Internet, but liek 
no position in the niling 6 it 
party. Experts say it is undu 
whether Assad himself, ode 
party lenders or the. army ij 
determine the succession Int 
secrerive country. 

Assad. 69, does have an <f 
cial number two — Vb 
President Abdul Hft 
Kliaddnm. Egyptian Preside? 
Hosui Mubarak, who ami 
power when his predeersff 
Amvar Sadat, was assassinate, 
by Islamists in 1981, lusncv.' 
appointed a deputy. 

I Wo other major success* 
issues could destabilize ft 
Middle East in Iraq and ft 
Palest iuiau territories. 

The United Suites and Brit? 
have made their detcrmiiuii-- 
io hi ing about the overthrow 
the relatively youthful in- 
Pivsideiir Saddam Hussc 
increasingly dear. But there 1 
no obvious successor and mr 
exports fear there could be iv 
war. with the risk of a break 
ol Iraq, if lie goes. 

Palestinian President to* 
Arafat, 69, has also beendw* 
ing increasing signs off*; 
health. 1 1 is lower lip trus& 
incessantly, alitor 

Palestinian officials haveanf* 
denied rumors that he In 
Parkinson's disease. 

The Israelis killed several ^ 
Arafat's most able lieutenant 
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in the Palestine l.iheralioii 
Organization (Pl.O). and 
Arafat has avoided building 
up a potential successor. 

Palestinian sources say can- 
didates to take over would 
include Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mnzen), who negotiated key 
peace agreements with Israel, 
hut he might be challenged 
both by senior PLO official 
Farouq Kaddoumi, a promi- 
nent critic of those peace 
accords, and by commanders 
ol some of Arafat’s nine dif- 
ferent security services. 

Some Palestinian sources 
believe that Jibril Al Rajoub. a 
former PLO prison hunger 


BR?/ 1 Mil— f-, 

strike leader who is tlkV- 
powerful head ol the pre- A 
ventive security force in the m 
West Bank, might make a||| 
bid fur power. ® 

Jordan's King Hussein old® 
friend and fellow Arab luynlH 
King Hassan uf Morocco, liasV 
played a significant if low-1 
profile role in Arab-lsraeli ’ 
peace-making despite his 
country's remoteness from 
the scene of conflict. He is 69 
and, after 38 years on the 
throne, will succeed Hussein 
as the region's longest-serv- 
ing ruler. He has groomed his 
son and heir Prince Sidi 
Mohammad for what he hopes 
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JORDAN'S NEIGHBORS WATCH 
WITH APPREHENSION, NOSTALGIA 


HAMAS ACTIVISTS, PALESTINIAN 
POLICE TRADE BLOWS IN NABLUS 


CAIRO (AP) — The return home of King 
Hussein on Friday was watched closely by 
neighbors worried over what a Middle East 
without his influence holds in store. 

The King had been a moderating force in 
the region in recent years, helping to bro- 
ker the difficult Israeli-Palestinian talks at 
critical junctures. 

Israel has closer relations with Jordan 
than any neighboring country, and the 
kingdom's stability is seen there as a bul- 
wark against .1 collapse of the peace 
process. Among Arabs, the worry was what 
a shift in Jordan could mean for the region 
as a whole. 

Hussein, sullering from lymphatic cancer, 
returned home alter an unsuccessful bone 
marrow transplant at the Mayo cliilic in . 


Rochester, Minnesota. 


His return dominated headlines through 
the region. 

“The Last Journey Home," headlined the 
mass circulation Israeli daily, Mnnriv. its 
front page bordered by black. The Saudi 
Arabian Asharq Al Awsat said "King Hussein 
chose to die in his homeland. “King 
Hussein dying" said a banner headline in 
the leftist Lebanese newspaper Al Kifah Al 
Arabi. 

Many Palestinians in the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem, many oT whom hold 
Jordanian citizenship, were also anxious 
about the king’s fate. 

We fear for the king, as he has support- 
ed Palestinian rights and the peace 
process, said. H^san Ahmed, a Jerusalem 


clerk. 

The king is the longest-surviving 
an Arab nation, and has played a 


role ns a middle man between hpjpf . j : 
neighbor Iraq and other Arab naridii^'v ' 
Iraq has suffered pariah status $?{■. 


invading Kuwait in 1990, arid bdj#fr£:; 
out in the 1991 Gulf W^r. Jordw’^';'; 
one of its few conduits for aid 
Television broadcasts in Iraq 
rupted constantly Thursday 
announce the status of the king's . 

Egyptian President Hosni '• 

the king, an Arab leader, who 
others, in the region ; toward peJ^^ij.| ; 
Israel ■ expressed his concern 
king's health. ; . 

Mubarak, meeting with - Oiiiojf*, 


Qaboos, issued a statement in both leaders' names, saying they 
received the news of the king’s derision to return home "with 
great concern and wished that Jordan would remain stable.” 

Yemen's President Ali Abdullah Saleh expressed "deep personal 
sorrow on [his| behalf and on behalf of the people of \femen" in a 
television address. The king’ will leave a "a big polirical vacuum in 
the Arab world." 

News of his return made virtually every Egyptian front page. 

Some looked back at the King Hussein the region once knew, 
(he dashing and brave peace broker. 

Others in the Arab world said that image was anarchistic - and 
the concerns over possible instability were a sign that it was rime 
far a change. 

Tile Beirut daily As-Safir said the transfer of power in the Arab 
world is mainly "a source of pain and fear" while elsewhere "it is 
a s 'E n of health, social civilization and the ability to introduce a 
change under the grace of democracy. 


NABLUS (AFP) — Palestinian 
police and Islamists exchanged 
blows in a Nablus mosque 
Friday when the security men 
attempted to prevent a protest 
march through the city, wit- 
nesses said. 

Several dozen supporters of 
the radical Hamas movement 
had gathered in the Al Nasser 
mosque in Nablus' old city to 
prepare banners for the protest 
in solidarity with hunger-strik- 
ing Islamists in the city's Jail. 

A large force of police arrived 
to prevent the march and flst- 
ilghts erupted between the two 
sides but the brawl ended 


quickly, they added. 

The brawl ended quickly but 
local residents said tensions 
remained high and more trou- 
ble could break out following 
noon-time Muslim prayers. 

Tensions have been running 
high for several weeks between 
Hamas and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) as a 
result of the arrest by 
Palestinian police and deten- 
tion withour trial or scores of 
Islamists. 

The authority lias pledged to 
crack down on the armed wing 
of Hamas and other groups 
opposed to peace accords with 


Israel as part of the October 
Wye River land-for-security 
deal. 

But the PNA's failure to file 
formal charges or present sus- 
pects in cuurt has angered not 
only Hamas supporters but the 
elected Palestinian legislative 
council, most of whose mem- 
bers are viewed as loyal to the 
President Yasser Arafat. 

Abuut 50 members or Hamas 
and the smaller Islamic jihad 
group have been on a hunger 
strike In Nablus' Jneid prison 
for two. weeks to protest their 
: detention 

The difficult relations 


between Hamas, a fundamen- 
talist movement which in addi- 
tion to having a military wing 
tuns a vast charity network, 
worsened sharply this week 
after a security officer was shot 
and killed during a police chase 
of car carrying members of 
Hamas. 

Police subsequently rounded 
' up several dozen Hamas mem- 
bers am) said they had discov- 
ered an I ran fan -financed plot 
for the movement to carry out 
attacks on Jewish settlers in the 


. Gaza Strip. 
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YELTSIN AGREES TO 
REDUCE HIS POWERS 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) - 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Itns accepted an agree- 
ment under which the 
Russian leader would be 
stripped of the right to 
dismiss the prime minis- 
ter without first winning 
parliament's consent, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Friday. 

It quoted Kremlin 
chief-oF-stafT Nikolai 
Bordyuzha as saying, 
"He (Yeltsin) has sanc- 
tioned this version .[of 
the agreement] to be 
used as a working 
limit." 

Under the political 
non-aggression pact rat- 
ified earlier Friday by 
Russia's top-ranking 
Security Council, Yeltsin 
would keep the govern- 
ment in place until leg- 
islative elections in 
December while 
deputies would - drop 
impeachment proceed- 
ings against the presi- 
dent. 

The agreement would 
see no changes to 
Russia’s 1993 constitu- 
tion, which grants vast 
powers to the president. 

Yeltsin, 68, lias previ- 
ously said he will neither 
resign on account of ill- 
health nor agree to any 
constitutional amend- 
ments stripping him oF 



power before his term 
expires in the 18 
months. 

Russia's top decision- 
making council has 
thrown its weight 
behind a plan to strip 
Yeltsin ofhis right to fire 
a prime minister with- 
out First winning parlia- 
ment's consent. 

Yeltsin, who is conva- 
lescing from a stomach 
ulcer at a suburban sana- 


$ 


toriuin, made a surprise 
trip to his Kremlin olTIce 
on Friday, only his third 
visit this year. 

“The president is 
working in his office," a 
Kremlin spokeswoman 
said. She gave no further 
details. Earlier, senior 
officials including 
Primakov attended a 
meeting of Yeltsin's advi- 
sory Security Council. 


RIA news agency said 
Primakov had also 
arrived at the Kremlin to 
brief Yeltsin on the 
results of the Council 
meeting, which had 
focused on ways of tack- 
ling political and reli- 
gious extremism In the 
run-up to elecrions later 
this year. Yeltsin's doc- 
tors have urged him to 


spend about two weeks 
at the Barvikha sanatori- 
um recuperating from 
his stomach ulcer, the 
latest in a string of ill- 
nesses. He moved there 
last Saturday after 
spending two weeks in 
hospital. Primakov is 
now in charge of the 
day-to-day running of 
the country. 


UNITED NATIONS, (AFP) - Poituguese and 
Indonesian negotiators have reached agree- 
ment with the United Nations on technical 
arrangements for East Timor autonomy, the 
UN negotiator said Friday. 

But UN special representative Jamsheed 
Marker said that the major political issues 
on the territory’s future must be settled by 
foreign ministers who are due in New York 
at the weekend. 

"We have now arrived at an understand- 
ing as far as we can go. The curtain has 
come down on die first phase of our nego- 
tiations and is about to go up on Act TVvo," 
Marker told a news conference here. 

"We have reached agreement on the doc- 
ument in all the elements where it is rea- 
sonably possible to arrive at one," he 
added. 

But he stressed an “Important caveat," 
regarding the political differences between 
Portugal and Indonesia on the territory's 
final status. 

Indonesia says that the UN autonomy 
arrangements should be final, while 
Portugal maintains' that autonomy is a tran- 




sitional stage until the East Timorese vote 
on self-determination. 

Marker said that outstanding problems 
in the draft text stemmed frbm this basic 
premise, and that many articles therefore 
had "two interpretations." 

Portuguese diplomats meanwhile said 
that senior foreign ministry official 
Fernando Neves and his Indonesian coun- 
terpart Nugroho Wisnumurti had reached 
an agreement in principle with Marker on 
the UN autonomy plan. 

Indonesia's 1976 annexation of the for- 
mer Portuguese territory has never been 
recognized by the United Nations. The lat- 
est round of UN-sponsored autonomy talks 
opened on January 28 and was scheduled 
to wind up later Friday. 

But a major uncertainty overshadowing 
the talks concerns Indonesia's sudden 
announcement, on the eve of the UN nego- 
tiations, that If the East Timorese rejected 
autonomy, then they would be granted 
independence. 

Marker said that the United Nations had 
not received forma) notification of 
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Indonesia's latest offer of Independence to 
the former Portuguese territory, and hoped 
to obtain details at the weekend. 

He said that he would notably attempt ro 
clarify how Indonesia intended to consult 
the population while rejecting a referen- 
dum. 

‘This is one of at least three circles that 
we’re going have to square," he said, refer- 
ring to the referendum issue. 

Marker is due to meet here on Sunday 
with Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
and his Poituguese counterpart Jaime 
Gama. The ministers then hold talks on 
Monday with UN chief Kofi Annan. 

Marker also reiterated concern about the 
arming of civilians in East Timor, saying 
that "there are arms on both sides, this is 
why there Is a danger of conflict." 

Indonesian authorities had assured him' 
that they had not been arming civilians, 
Marker said, but added that the disarma- 
ment Issue needed to be urgently 
addressed by. the foreign ministers. ,i. . ■ 


ECUADOR CAPI. 
TAL PARALYZED 
BY STRIKE 


QUITO (AH’) - A lull ion wide 
strike called Friday to piotesi 
the government's steep eco- 
nomic measures paralyzed 
Ecuador's capital, Quito, and 
its main cinnamic port town of 
Guayaquil. 

lit an attempt to pre-empt 
the strike, the government hail 
declared the day a holiday. 

Workers, students, leathers, 
peasants and Indians were 
expected to join the protest 
against recent price hikes of up 
to 400 percent for some basic 
products cind services. 

The few people who braved 
torrential rain to move around 
the cities were using privately 
run transportation to get 
around. 

Police and army units were 
deployed in the capital to pro- 
tect key sites such the govern- 
ment Cnrnndclci Palace and 
fuel distribution centers in case 
demonstrations spun out of 
control. 

The holiday decree was 
Signed Thursday by acting pres- 
ident Gustavo Nohoa. as 
President Jamil Mnluiad ami 
Finance Minister Fidel Jaramillo 
were in Washington lor talks 
with US President Bill Clinton, 
Peruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori and international 
financial organizations. 

Fears of further austerity and 
free- market economic mea- 
sures that the financial organi- 
zations may demand in letnrn 
for loans sparked calls for 
Fi idny's protest. 

Jaramillo said Mahuad undei- 
stoud tiie people's frustration, 
but called on constructive solu- 
tions to die nation's economic 
problems. 

"The president understands 
the | people's! rejection of a sit- 
uation the government Inherit- 
ed, worsened by international 


factors," Jaramillo said Mi 
television interview ft* 
Washington seen here. 

"T his altitude is undent^} 
able ... (but} it is necessary t 
direct the people's energy t 
solve our serious problems.' 
Jaramillo said. 

Ecuador has been hard-hit b, 
the fall in world oil prices an] 
the global economic cric 
which led to damagiaj 
amounts oi capital night. 

I nsi September, Mahuii 
stopped state subsidies for U 
and electricity, which cause! 
prices to soar some 400 pe 
cent, while the Central Bail 
devalued Ecuador’s current 
the sucre, about 15 per«r 
versus the dollar. 

In lanunry Mahuad allowed) 
fuel price hike that brou£' 
almul increases of up to!- 
percent in retailer profit nu 
gins, and imposed a ore pn 
cent tax on business pans 
lions, both of which m 
expected to bring in 600 m l 
lion dollars a year to 
the government budget. 

Noboa said the Friday to- 
day was decreed because “it: 
groups interested in upsetti>! 
law and order in the countr; 
have already committed yi- 
dulisin that could be repeatr! 
on February 5 during the p*> 
[lie's protest." 

According to a private sum* 
here. 86 percent & 
Ecuadorians are unhappy*” 
the government's ecorom. 
policies, and 72 percental 
with the nationwide prci« 
Some 23 percent said to 
would actively participate t 
any demonstrations. 

Malmad's popularity ft® c 
26 percent from the 66 pert*, 
he enjoyed when lie.was ehtf 
ed last August. 


U.S. MAN ACCUSSED OF 
PERFORMING CASTRATION 
IN HIS APARTMENT | j 

HUNTINGTON, Indiana you an answer to 
(AP) — A U.S, man was arrested said Huntington '■ .fW^j . 
on charges of practicing medi- Prosecutor John Bisiw%.£»*> 
cine without a license for A former rooffljjSre^!'' 
allegedly performing castra- Bodkin said he told poJWftj.i 
tlons in his apartment. Bodkin made 

Edward Bodkin, 56, was videos of the- castra^W^. - 
arrested Uiesday. Investigators sad Bodkin ; also 
said he used scalpels, knives;, eight jars! 
and needles to remoye the tes- : " ' ' 

tides of an unknown number 
of willing men. •/ 

Investigators said I they, don’t 
know why the meivsQUght cas- 


ARAB, JEWISH AMERICANS CALL 
HUSSEIN MAN OF PEACE 
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Arab, Jewish Americans call 
Hussein man of peace 

NEW YORK, (Reuters) - Arab 
and Jewish Americans, in a rare 
show of unity, (on) Friday called 
Jordan's ailing King Hussein a 
stabilising force in Middle East 
politics. 

In Amman, a Jordanian gov- 
ernment source told Reuters 
King Hussein had been pro- 
nounced clinically dead From 
cancer after flying home from 
the United States following an 
unsuccessful bone marrow 
transplant. 

Members of King Hussein's 
close family were meeting on 
Friday to decide when he 
should be taken off a life sup- 
port machine keeping hitn alive 


in a military hospital on the 
outskirts of Amman, a govern- 
ment source said. 

“It's really a sad day for all 
Jordanians and the Middle 
Eastern population since he 
was really a force of stability in 
the Middle East and a man of 
peace," said Radwan Khoury, 
executive director of the Arab 
American and Chaldean Council 
in Detroit. 

"I think both for Israeli jews 
and Jews throughout the world 
the grief will be very profound 
and very genuine. He was 
always seen as a model: an Arab 
leader who had come to terms 
with Israel, with jews and with 
a permanent Jewish state in the 
Middle East,” said Rabbi A. 


James Rudin, the American 
Jewish Committee's Director of 
Interreligious Affairs. 

"He will best be remembered 
in history as a desert warrior 
who toward the end ofhis life 
realised he needed to become a 
peace maker," Rudin added. 

Israel offered prayers on 
Friday for King Hussein. 

Khoury said he expects the 
transfer of power and Jordan's 
political situation to remain 
stable once Hussein is gone 
because of the democratic 
systems he put in place during 
his reign. 

"I think the situation in 
Jordan will continue because 
there are so many good politi- 
cal institutions lie established 


over the years." lie said. 

King Hussein named his 
eldest soil, 34-year-old Prince 
Abdullah bin Hussein, as his 
heir in January. 

"He frankly is an unknown. 
But we can only hope. If he 
would follow his father’s legacy 
it would be one of a peace 
maker," said Rudin. 

Osama Siblani. publisher of 
the weekly Arab- American 
News in Dearborn, Michigan, 
said Arab -Americans all recog- 
nise Hussein as a powerful 
political force and realise his 
departure will leave a power 
vacuum in the icgiiiu. 


ISRAELI PM PRAYS FOR 
JORDAN'S KING 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) - Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu prayed for a miracle 
as King Hussein arrived home Friday and 
Israelis prepared sadly for the end of the 
reign of the only Arab leader they ever tuok 
to their hearts. 

Interrupting a marathon debate on the 
state budget in Israel's parliament. 
Netanyahu took the floor to say that King 
Hussein's plane would soon pass over Israel 
to return him to his country and "his peo- 
ple who love him so much." 

“We are all praying for a miracle, for a 
positive change. May it be God's will," he 
said. 

Netanyahu and Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon were due to travel to Amman on 
Sunday to meet Crown Prince Abdullah, 
appointed as successor Jan. 25 in one of the 


King's Inst official moves. 

Netanyahu's office said there is no 
change in plans at this point. 

As the King’s plane flew over Israel en 
route to Amman, the pilot of an IT Al Israel 
Airlines plane radioed: “We are all praying 
for the King." The King's pilot responded, 
“thank you so much, we appreciate it." 

Israel and Jordan signed a peace treaty in 
1994. Even before that, the two countries 
had dose, informal tics. The King met 
secretly with Israeli leaders and was per- 
ceived in Israel as a friendly figure. 

He won Israelis' hearts when, in March 
1997. he paid condolences to the families of 
seven Israeli school girls who were killed by 
a Jordanian soldier on in Baqoura between 
the two countries. “We are all following 
reports about the King with great appre- 


hension," Miriam Meiri, tin* lumber ol one 
uf the slain girls, told Israel Radio Friday. 
"Because ofhis visit, special lies wore t rent- 
ed between us and the King's t.imily."’ 
Israelis wet e Friday closely following 
news about the King with radio stations 
issuing bulletins every lull -limn. 

'Hie Israeli press li.nl Friday extensive 
coverage about the King with the mass cn- 
dilation Maaiiv iiowspnpei running the 
headline; "The Last Trip Home." 

The Jerusalem Post wrote that the King 
was coming back to die in his own unumv. 
Several newspapers ran long articles about 
the King and his achievements. 

Passengers travelling on long-distance 
buses listened eagerly to the half-hour 
radio bulletins. 
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NATO READY TO 
INTERVENE IN KOSOVO 


BONN (DPA) - Germany's government Friday paid tribute to 
King ihisscln, saying the loss of the monarch would he a blow 
to Middle East peace. 

Commenting on reports that the king is on life support sys- 
tems, Bonn government spokesman Uwe-Karsicit Hcye said 
King Hussein’s pivotal Middle East peace role was well known. 

lieye said the loss of the monarch would be a blow which 
would have repercussions for the entire Middle East peace 
process. 




LONDON (AFP) - Amnesty International demanded Friday that 
European governments funis their human rights dialogue with 
t.liimi on "one ol the must disturbing l rat ki! owns in China in 
the past decade." 

Secretary General Pieire Sane wrote In all l r i F mope an Union 
(1:1 1) niemher s tales inging (hem to it- evaluate the discuss inns, 
which resume Monday. 

Amnesty said more than 70 dissent its had been arrested aiui 
at least l r > high-profile dissidents given heavy prison sentences 
or assigned to "reeducation through labor" since October 19*18. 

In particular, Sane wrote nt a widespread i meltdown on 
Uiglun nationalists and Islamists in Xinjiang, reports of ongoing 
mmiTe .i net death of prisoners of cuoscieiuv in Tibet, ami ton- 
tinned suppression ol'cTiriMianiiy. 

"I hose developments strike at the he.m ol the Ell and other 
human rights dialogues and call into question < hin.i's sincerity 
in signing kev human rights •cmvenrioiis in and 1998." 
saiil Sane. 

Such tepoiis were a "scrimis setback” for the I ll's policy of 
dialogue with China. 
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BELC RADE.MOSTAR. 
BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA 
(Agencies] - NATO is ready to 
intervene In Kosovo as part of 
any peace agreement that is 
reached, the Supreme Allied 
Commander in Europe. US 
General Wesley Clark, said 
Friday. 

“If NATO is requested to go 
in (Kosovo) as part of that 
peace settlement we will be 
ready," Clark told reporters at 
the airport In the southern 
Bosnian town of Mostar. 

He added that alliance plan- 
ning for a possible intervention 
In the troubled province of 
Kosovo was “well-advanced", 
but did not elaborate. 


Clark was making a one-day 
visit to Bosnia where some 
30,000 NATO-led Stabilization 
Force (SFOR) troops are over- 
seeing the implementation of 
the Dayton peace agreement 
that halted the 1992-95 war in 
Bosnia. 

Peace talks between the 
Serbian authorities and 
Kosovo's ethnic Albanians are 
to start today in Ramboulllct, 
outside Paris. 

The six-nation Contact group 
on the Balkans has given 
Belgrade and the- separatist 
Albanians in the war-torn 
province until February 20 to 
reach agreement on a western- 
sponsored plan to end the Mi- 


llionth conflict. 

If NATO leads 30,000 troops 
into 

Kosovo to implement a peace 
deal, they will outnumber 
Yugoslav army soldiers, Serbian 
paramilitary police and ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas. 

The alliance has stated that it 
has no Intention of fighting its 
way Into the Serbian province 
and no plans to make peace by 
trying to separate hostile 
forces. 

Belgrade, on the other hand, 
has warned It would treat NATO 
as an invading force and figlu 
to resist Its Intervention. 

Belgrade may come under 
pressure to remove its security 


forces almost entirely, handing 
over to NATO peacekeepers the 
role of protecting Kosovo's 
Serbian minority and historic or 
religious sites. The issue of who 
patrols the now heavily-mined 
external border could also pose 
problems. 

As one diplomatic source 
said, "the bigger the military 
presence they keep in Kosovo, 
the bigger the force NATO is 
going to need". 

Belgrade's threat to fight 
NATO, however, is being dis- 
missed 

in the West as bravado that 
will give way to reason. 


ISMNN. ihViiU'i-.) • tier many c<uim*i v.unv iipitiitiimii 
<.ii(l mi I ritl.iy tin y bad irolleavtl mure than mu- milium 
Mima tore's against the government's plans i<> ief..im the 
imiiiilrv's stmt lili/.enship laws. 

Kajtei to turn the emotive issue n| gram ini: hireigueis 
citizenship intu a icfe remit nil on Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroder's 

new ce litre* -left government, the Christ ran Democrats said life 
campaign had impm\ed their chances in a state flection on 
Sunday. 

“We have more than a million signatures and that shows 

how 

massive the resistance to die government's dual citizenship 
plans is." CDU chairman Wolfgang Schaeuble said. 

"It has surpassed all our expectations." he said at a 
ceremony at CDU headquarters in Bonn. 




FRANKFURT. Germany (AP) _ 1\vo men were convicted Friday 
or stealing three significant" 19th-century paintings from a 
Frankfurt exhibition gallery. 

The paintings, which have not been recovered, were taken 
from the Schirm in July 1994. 

One painting was by Casper David Friederich, a master of 
German romanticism whose landscapes often contained deep 
religious symbolism . TVvo were by J.M.W. Turner, one of 
England’s greatest painters known for his landscapes and fasci- 
nation with atmospheric light. 

The judge sentenced ringleader Stephan Vfciss, 31, to II 
years in prison and iiis accomplice, Yusef ‘fiierk. 29, to eight _ 
punishments more severe than prosecutors had requested. 

Stefan Hoefier, who helped try to sell the paintings, was sen- 
tenced to 2 1/2 years. 

Prosecutors said the thieves gained access to the Schim 
gallery by shutting off the alarm system and entering through 
the freight elevator. They knocked out a guard, tied him up and 
took his keys before stealing the paintings and escaping in a 
van. ' 

The culprits left fingerprints on the emergency e^it and later 
tried c6 sell, the Ulmers to an undercover police investigator. 

I TVvo other men charged In the case were acquitted, , 
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WE WELCOME BE-DEVILLED, NON- BRAZIL I AN SQUEEZE 

CONFORMIST DEVIATES! CONTINUES 


L ast Wednesday saw the 
Gala Launch of a new 
association targeting "Be- 
devilled, non-conformist devi- 
ates I'* as defined by Jawad 
Anani. 

The Young Entrepreneurs 
Association (YEA) launch was 
held at the Grand Hyatt 
Amman. 

The launch itself was 
impressive in its use of the lat- 
est in technology. With com- 
puter “power point" slide pre- 
sentations, and excellent light- 
ing, the objective of the organ- 
isers was to get their point 
across in a dear picture, aim- 
ing to explain to the guests 
the meaning and mission of 
the association. The hope was 
to create sufficient interest in 
the organisation to allow for a 
sufficient membership genera- 
tion, therewith allowing for 
the creation of the "open 
forum” the YEA seeks to 
attain. 

The documented Mission 
state me nr or the YEA reads, 
'The Young Entrepreneurs 
Association. YEA, was officially 
established on November 18, 
1998 as a non-profit organisa- 
tion, with the mission of 
developing outstanding young 
entrepreneurs through idea 
exchange, fellowship and syn- 
ergy.' 

"Creative and innovative 
elements will fuel the engine 
of economic turn around and 


growth in Jordan," explained 
Fawaz Zuobi the Master of 
Ceremony of the event. 
Following his introductory 
words Zuobi introduced the 
YEA president Laith Al-Qasem. 
In addition to handling the 
duties of the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Jordan 
Technology Group, Qasem has 
worked with great effort to 
see the birth of the YEA. 

“We don’t have an answer to 
all the problems that will face 
entrepreneurs, but by allowing 
successful entrepreneurs to 
inter mix with those trying to 
start up, we can help new and 
potential entrepreneurs devel- 
op their skills to better man- 
age or start lip their business- 
es," Explained Qasem. The 
creation of a forum where peo- 
ple can learn from the positive 
or negative experiences of 
others, will act as a classroom 
of do’s and don'ts in the 
Jordanian market place. This 
could allow risk taking entre- 
preneurs the opportunity to 
minimise their risk by using 
the experience of others. 

"Conventional business 
skills are no longer applicable 
in Jordan. There is a need to 
evolve from a trade-oriented 
to a producrion-orienred busi- 
ness culture," added Qasem. 
There is a need for Jordanians 
to consider areas of compara- 
tive advantage and use these 
areas to develop better oppor- 


tunities for Jordan in the glob- 
al market place. 

Also speaking at the event, 


tion, and capable of playing in 
the international market. 

Vogt defined an entrepre- 



Young Entrepreneurs 
Association 


Ulrich Vogt, the representative 
of the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation (FNF). which is the 
source of start-up funding for 
the YEA. In his words of greet- 
ing. Vogr explained that the 
FNF had supported the YEA 
because Jordan is a young 
country, with a young popula- 


neur as follows. " A civil ser- 
vant, and an entrepreneur are 
on a sinking ship. Hie entre- 
preneur, looks around, deter- 
mines what direction holds the 
highest chance of rescue, 
jumps in the water and swims 
in that direction. Having the 
objective to be rescued, he 


swims lor long hours and 
sometimes goes round in cir- 
cles. but after long hours, he is 
rescued. What abour the civil 
servant? He too jumps in the 
water and starts swimming in 
the direction of rescue. He 
uses measured strokes and 
swims in a very systematic 
method. After 8 hours he 
looks at his watch, and stops 
swimming!" Vogt went on to 
conclude his definition. "This 
is not meant in any way to 
’mock’ civil servants, rather it 
is to be translated as an exam- 
ple of investing in your capaci- 
ties and going for it!" 

"Not everyone is an entre- 
preneur, I am nor an entrepre- 
neur." stated Vogt. “ but the 
point is, the spirit of ail entre- 
preneur should be a factor 
within everyday life." 

Tlic key-note speaker at the 
event, was Jawad Anani. In his 
introduction, Anani congratu- 
lated the members of the asso- 
ciation, because their creation 
of the Yl-A was in itself an 
entrepreneur's endeavour. 
Anani compared the method in 
which Marx and Schuinpclcr 
defined enlrepreneiirs, lui liter 
to which Anani added his defi- 
nition. "an entrepreneur is a 
bedevilled person who sees 
what others don't." 

In conclusion. Anani's com- 
bined definition ul entrepre- 
neurs was, “lie-devilled, non- 
conformist deviates!" These 


are the people who arewili- 
to defy the norm because tf, RI ° DE J ANEIR0 - Feb 5 |AFP > — 
believe in themselves so nud Brazi,ians see rLlrther ^lt-righcening 
These are the people who* ahead after ?!?*** TT with the 
consider innovation as international Monetary Fund on economic 
.... „ , . . “ targets to allow disbursement of a multi- 

.m, m towards their snots bi L dollar aid package. 

imovation , as explaiu “IMF imposes heavier pressure," headlined 
by Aiiiini, is a primary sour thejornal do Brasil, noting that only by 
behind the success of ents making additional fiscal sacrifices would 
preueurs." Whether thus* the 

new machines, new matertt country regain irs credibility and solvency, 
new products, new marten Finance Minister Pedro Malan announced 
organisational form, the or tl,e actord Thl| rsday in a joint news con- 
sideration of innovation int fcrcncc with ,MF De « ,l,t y Mana * in « 
of these areas will allow t Director Stanley Tischer. who said the final 
. , agreement would be ready in a week or 

the success of an entreprat tW0i certainly no more ” ' 

Anani concluded by justft "Malan promises IMF tighter squeeze." 
ing the need for forth? reacted the Folha de Sno Paulo, noting 
involvement in the export its that the accord aims to contain inflation 
ket. Anani stressed that ki and stipulates a primary surplus — the 
essential for Jordanians ip country's cash position before the pay- 
only to look at intertutint raent °f interest on domestic debt — of 
markets, but by looking tip 3 -° t0 . 3 - 5 P ercent of gross domestic prod- 
over Jordan’s borders, i l ' cl tl,i * I year - 

neighbouring court I.t'TTu r*" 10 " 1 last y ? ar 

6 with the IMF called for a primary surplus 

where opportunities for m * „ . w 

preueurs can be found. 

Emile Cubeisy, a foindiri 
member of the YEA, ga»! 
presentation defining the red 
for the YEA. Cubes 

explained how the YEA m- 
work to allow for entrep? 

Hours' easier access throuJ 
government channels. Hed.- 
cussed how the YEA membe 1 
would benefit from th> 
involvement within the as» HONG KONG (AP) — Most Asian stock ma 
ar ion. The benefits lower Friday on the back of a drop on Wall 
membeiship were made de.' continued concerns over rising Japanese ini 
to the guests of the event. Japanese stocks fell for the fifth straigh 
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sideration of innovation inr 
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of 2.6 percent of GDP. 

Malan warned that the new economic tar- 
gets would bring on a stronger contrac- 
tion of the economy than was previously 
forecast. 

"In practice, this means the government 
will have to mainrain high interest rates" 
currently hovering around 39 percent, the 
Folha said. 

Economists quoted in the jornal do Brasil 
cautioned that increasing public revenues 
should be achieved through slashing 
public spending and not hiking up taxes. 
“The IMF is worried about Brazil's solven- 
cy and ability to pay its foreign debt, not 
abour the Brazilian people," commented 
Claudio Contador, an economist at Kin de 
Janeiro's federal universily.The economic 
Gazeta Mercanti! paper warned taxes 
could go up as the government pushed its 
way to meet new economic raigcls.The 
new agreement worked out here calls for 
reducing the annualized monthly rate nf 
inflation by the end of the year "to the 
middle single digits," according to a joint 
statement. 

"The critical issue is to control inflation," 


Fischer said ar the news conference, 

“We will not permit the return of the infla- 
tion uf the ‘80s." when Brazil saw pi ices 


LONDON (AP) — The I J.S. dollar was lower against oilier major 

currencies in European trading Friday, (add 

The euro was quoted at dlrs 1.1295, up fioin <llrs 1.1273 
Thursday. 


rise at rates of around 1.000 percent a fj Oilier dollar rates compared wiili la le Thursday: 


year, echoed Malan. 1 1 the government [ 
manages to contain inflation, the Ccnir.il I 
Bank could lower interest rates signifi- I 
candy from the current credit-crunching { 
rate of 39 percent. j 

The devaluation nl Brazil's currency, the j 
real, last innntli forced the government to i 
renegotiate targe is originally set with l he f> 


[ 1 13.24 Japanese veil, down from I 13.38 % 

I 1 .4131 Swiss francs, down Ircun 1.4 I'M , ) 

| I .*1831 < an.idi.in dollars, clown from 1 .4921 [ 

I The British |>min<l was quoted at dlrs 1.641 1. up from dlrs f 
1.6363. | 

I Gin ciicies of tlu- II muni lies participating in the euro are | 
* no longer nailed separately, ilimigli they remain m use. Based on h 
| euro rales, the tlull.ir is worth: V 

[I 1 .7316 German marks, down tfoin I.7T47 \'< 


dollar international aid package. jj , , jrvIn [)inth i, u j|,| 4 . rSi ( |„ xvll n«m I .‘r,-r. . 

The IMF in December released a credit of [| u7i . ul || a] |i. ni foe. ,| mv n horn 1,717.31 

S.3 billion dollars for Brazil as pail «»l that fj f'.olri dosed in 1 mid till at dlrs 2H9.K(t bid pel Hoy luuue. up 

package and Brasilia hit by a sliding Imm dies 2.36.83 on llmisdav. 

economy and cmiency instability — was ;j In /illicit the hid price was dlis 289.1)0, up Imm dlrs .*87.70. 
anxious to secure a second inst .illjiii'iil |] Gold rose dhs 2.63 in I long Kong In dlrs 290.13. 


.... .. _ , .... I . f .1 lip 1 IV I Hill 1 1 1 1 III 1 , 1 1 1 ICV 1 1 l|f Mil 

IMF Iasi year to qua t y for a 41.3 billion t ...... , . r 

, „ . . ... !» *.8073 1 1 i'll) li (i .lues, down Imm 3.8178 
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worth nine billion dollars. jj 

The opposition Triluuia da linpreiisa Sj 
warned the eciuiiiiny was likely in con- t ] 
trail .m unniiali/ed ute ol 3.9 peiceni in * 
I he Mi si semester while savings ones and ■' 
indusiri.il prodmlion omlinued to fall. (■ 


;! Silvei dosed in Lundoii at dlrs 3.63 bid pci imy miiici*. up. 


ASIA STOCKS 
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JORDAN MARKETS STABLE 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan's bourse and foreign 
exchange markets felt ripples after King Hussein 
rushed back to a US clinic with a cancer relapse, 
but ten days later experts say the waters have 
calmed. 

When the ailing 63-year- old monarch rushed 
back to the Mayo Clinic on Jan. 26 for a bone 
marrow transplant, prices on the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) began to fall and money 
changers started noticing a slight rise in 
demand for the dollar over the Jordanian dinar. 

But now local and foreign investors are behav- 
ing normally and both the stock and currency 
markets have absorbed the effects, observers 
say. 

"When the King got sick again the stock mar- 
ker went down for a matter of two or three days, 
but the problem has already been accounted 
for," said Taieq Ansari of the Export and Finance 
Bank, speaking in between deals at the AFM. 

The AFM price index registered a three and a 
half per cent drop from 181.6 points to 175.5 
points over two days following the King's sud- 


den departure, but the index soon started rising 
again to close this week at 178.2 points. 

"It was just a short term correction motivated 
more by profit taking than anything else, and 
things are back to normal now," Ansari said on a 
day when the market saw one-year highs on 
pharmaceutical shares. 

The banker also said lie saw no possibility of 
destabilization tirfderjordan's new Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Hussein, who has been running 
the nation since his father's relapse. 

Prince Abdullah is one of King Hussein's fam- 
ily and lie’s strong In politics, so nothing’s 
changed.'' lie said. 

King Hussein dismissed his younger brother 
Hassan on Jan. 25 just hours before rushing off 
to the US, naming his son Abdullah heir to the 
throne and leaving him in charge. 

But a revision of Jordan’s investment risk out- 
look from "stable" to "negative" by internation- 
al credit ratings agency Standard and Poor’s (S 
and P) just days after the King’s health began to 
decline could shake the confidence of foreign 


investors in Jordan. 

"New outside investors might be pul oil 
investing in Jordan." said Mohammad Abdullah, 
deputy general manager nf Pearl Consulting, 

“But until now, S and P’s revision lias had no 
effect on foreign investment in the AI M," he 
said. 

S and P issued their revision in a statement 
Monday, less than a week after the King's diag- 
nosis with a relapse of non-Hodgkin’s lym- 
phoma, but the agency did not quote the. King's 
illness as a reason for changing the outlook. 

A retired tax consultant passing time on the 
stock market floor meanwhile said the market 
was more affected by the unstable situation in 
Iraq than by the King's illness. 

“The market is very sensitive to any political 
change," lie said. 

On the money markets, bankers said that 
unlike last July when the King first left for cancer 
treatment, there has been no run on the dollar. 

"This time there have been no major with- 
drawals ar conversions," said p Jordanian banker 


win i has been studying demand for the doHaJ 1 


HONG KONG (AP) — Most Asian stock markets ended the week 
lower Friday on the back of a drop on Wall Street overnight and 
continued concerns over rising Japanese interest rates. 

Japanese stocks fell for the fifth straight day.The benchmark 
225-issue Nikkei Stock Average shed 188.77 points, or 1.34 per- 
cent, ending the day at 13,898.08. On Thursday.tlie average 
closed down 74.46 points, or 0.53 percent. Apart from worries 
about rising interest rates, prices were also pushed down by the 
overnight fall on Wall Street, which prompted Japanese institu- 
tional investors to sell in the stock futures marker, traders said. 

On Thursday, the Dow Jones industrial average closed at 
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18.52 points to 555.80. 

Elsewhere: 

TAIPEI: Taiwan share prices closed lower, with the key index 
falling to a new 33-month low as investors continued io stay away 
From the market amid fears of more corporate failures. The 
Weighted Stock Price Index fell 40.10 points, nr 0.7 percent, ru 
5,474.79. the lowest level since April 5, 1996. when it finished at 
5377.19. 

WELLINGTON: New Zealand share prices closed lower. The 
benchmark NZSE-40 Capital Index fell 5.95 points, or 0.2 percent, 
to 2,211.81. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The American economy entered the new 
year on a tear, creating 245.000 jobs in sales, construction, com- 
puters and other fields and holding the unemployment rate at a 
28-year low of 4.3 percent. 

The government's first major economic report of the year, 
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0.71 15 dinars now,” one changer said. . the key index falling 3.2 percent as foreign investors began sell- 
He also took an optimistic view df their stocks ahead of Feb. 15 the date they can begin repa- 

predicting a boost to the Jordanlan ^^triating frozen funds according to newly introduced tax regula- 

from expatriate remittances, if Gulf states ^ L^ j| 0l , s 

ailowingmore Jorrianians to wo* On Thursday. Malaysian Finance Minister Daim Zainuddin 
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3 moratorium ou foreign capitp. outflow 


Kuwait announced Wednesday it will 
ly ease its bah on Jordanian Worked. . . 


* !• une-year moratorium on foreign capitp > quinow r . — 

gjwch was imposed at the beginning of September 1998. The . ate trading. Hie Stock Exchange of Thailand. 
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Hispanics, 6.6 percent, fell to the lowest levels since the govern- 
ment began tracking them in the early 1970s. 

“It’s a great time to be an American worker," said economist Bill 
Cheney of John Hancock in Boston. "The job market, except for 
manufacturing, remains remarkably vibrant." 

The increase in employers' payrolls was nearly 100.000 more 
than expected by economists and caine on lop of a 298,000 
increase in December. 

"Sluggish (corporate) earnings and weak growth in the rest of 
the world should evenluaily temper the U.S. economy,'' said econ- 
omist Gerald D. Cohen of Merrill Lynch. "However, that Is not yet : 
evident.” 

The report, along with private reports on auto and retail chain 
sales and manufacturing activity, shows the U.S. economy last 
i month had considerable momentum after growing during the 
i final -three months of 1998 at tire fastest rate in 2 1/2 years. . 
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HYUNDAI FOUNDER 
AS PEACE MAKER 


TOKYO (AFP) — South 
Korean tycoon Chung Ju-Yung 
Friday met with a close aide to 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-11 
and delivered an unspecified 
gift, Pyongyang's official media 
said. "The Great 'Leader Kim 
Jong-ll received a gift from the 
Hyundai business group hon- 
orary chairman Jong Ju-Yong, 
from South Korea," said the 
North's Korea Central News 
Agency (KCNA). Chung, "who is 
on a visit to Pyongyang, handed 
the gift to cltahman Kim Yong- 
Sun of the Korea Asia-Pacific 
Peace Committee today," said 
the dispatch, monitored here. 

North Korea's Asia-Pacific 
Peace Committee is a key body 
in effect handling Pyongyang's 
relations with Seoul, Tokyo and 
Washington. Kim Yong-Sun is 
also secretary of the central 
committee of North Korea's 


communist Worker’s * Party. 
KCNA said the Pyongyang com- 
mitee chairman spoke with 
Chung "and his party In an 
atmosphere overflowing with 
compatriotic feelings at the 
Mansudae Assembly Hall" in 
Pyongyang. The frail 83-year- 
old founder of Hyundai Group. 
South Korea's biggest family- 
owned conglomerate, or chae- 
bol, crossed the military demar- 
cation line separating the divid- 
ed Koreas on Thursday. 

He was in Pyongyang to 
finalise details on several 
investment schemes. Before 
leaving, he said he hoped his 
visit would help banish the 53- 
year-old division between 
North and South Korea. 

“All that we are doing now 
cannot be separated from the 
issue of reunification,” Cluing 
toid reporters before leaving 


the South, adding he hoped to 
meet North Korea's Supreme 
Leader Kim jong-ll for the sec- 
ond rime. 

“North and South Korea are 
one land. The more we go 
there, the faster unification will 
come. I will visit the North as 
often as possible until unifica- 
tion," he said. Chung, who 
crossed the world’s last Cold 
War frontier here several times 
last year taking with him gifts 
of cattle and cars for starving 
North Korea, is due to hold 
talks with senior officials oh 
Hyundai's business ambitions. 
The tycoon, who remains hon- 
orary chairman of Hyundai, will 
meet Kim Yong-Sun, as well as 
other cadres. Chung has the full 
backing of President Kim Dae- 
Jung in his efToits to forge eco- 
nomic and cultural links with 
the isolated North and his com- 


pany has launched a string of 
contacts with the North since 
Kim came to power. 

Chung last year struck sever- 
al agreements with North 
Korea, including the deal to 
build a 200 million pyong 
(1,620 acres) industrial park 
over 10 years. The park is to 
house small-and mid-sized 
firms from the South to pro- 
duce footwear, stuffed toys and 
garments. Hyundai in 
November launched the first 
ever cruise tours to North 
Korea in a bid to foster closer 
ties between the two people. 

Kim Dae-Jung has staked his 
year-old presidency on his 
Sunshine Policy of peaceful 
engagement with the North. 
North and South Korea remain 
technically at war since the 
1950-53 Korean conflict. 


ALL CHANGE AT 
BMW/ROVER 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain's 
deputy prime minister John 
Prescott on Friday wished 
chairman of the BMW motor 
giant, Bernd Pischctsrieder, 
well in a looming boardroom 
battle, while unions feared 
that British jobs would be shed 
because of the head's Immi- 
nent removal. Industrial 
sources in Germany voiced 
growing conviction that 
Pischetsricder would be forced 
co stand down after a Munich 
board meeting later in the day. 

German press reports said 
that Pischctsrieder would be 
dropped amid persistent prob- 
lems at British unit Rover, 
which led to a sharp fall in 
profits at the German parent 
last year. BMW had threatened 
to dose the biggest Rover fac- 
tory in Longbridge, central 


England, late last year. Workers 
there agreed in December to a 
plan to save their company at a 
cost of 2,500 jobs. But the 
long-term future or Rover 
hangs on an investment pro- 
gramme thought to be in the 
region of one billion pounds 
(1.65 billion dollars, 1.4 billion 
Euros). Unions here were wor- 
ried that the deal might be 
jeopardised if Pischctsrieder 
was removed. They feared that 
his possible successor, touted 
in Germany as the industrialist 
Wolfgang Reitzlc, might be 
loss sympathetic to Rover. 

, Tbny Woodley, chief motor 
industry negotiator for the 
Transport and General 
Workers' Union, said: “Mr 
Pischetsrieder, the architect of 
BMW's buyout of Rover, has 
been a great supporter of the 


company and its plants. “While 
we would be disappointed if lie 
leaves, we would expect, 
indeed we would demand, that 
the recent confinnatlon of new 
investment is going to be hon- 
oured. Wc will be seeking an 
urgent meeting on this issue." 

Duncan Simpson, chief 
Rover negotiator for the 
Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union, said: “Mr 
Pischetsrieder lias secured the 
confidence of the unions 
because he is an honest and 
open negotiator. He has also 
demonstrated his long-term 
commitment to Longbridge." 
Prescott, meanwhile, told the 
BBC: "We have done the agree- 
ment. We hope that will be 
held and the chairman will be 
fighting for it. Good luck to 
him." 


Pischctsrieder, who has been 
BMW chairman since 1993, 
was instrumental in the pur- 
chase of the troubled Rover 
unit. 

BMW paid more than six bil- 
lion marks (3.07 billion euros) 
for Rover, which brought a loss 
of sonic 1.5 billion marks (770 
million euros) lost year. Earlier 
tills week, figures showed that 
British sales of Rover cars 
almost halved last month com- 
pared with January 1998. 

The company lost its posi- 
tion as third most popular car 
marque in Britain after its mar- 
ket share fell to just 4.64 per- 
cent from 7.12 percent In 
January 1998. 

BMW has been lobbying the 
British government for lavish 
subsidy payments to uphold 
production in Britain. 
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Clinton Turns 
to Small Entemriy 1 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Clinton urged Congre^ 
Friday to more than double the government's support for smd> 
enterprises. J 

“We have an obligation now to spread the spirit and tin 
opportunity for enterprise to all the American people," ih 
president said in an Last Room awards ceremony honouring n 
outstanding micro enterprise development and lending 
grams. 

Clinton’s proposed budget for fiscal 2000 asks Congress fai 
$83 million - up from $32 million for the current fiscal year -for? 
technical and training assistance to organisations that support! 
micro enterprise, which typically includes businesses thaj 
employ five or fewer people and need less than S25jW0ii 
credit to get up and running. 

Individuals launching such ventures - sometimes out t to 
garages - need basic technical help to succeed. 

Such help can "transform welfare checks to paychette 
poverty to economic growth and income, despair to hope," 
said first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, for whom micro enter- 
prise has become a pet issue, especially in her overseas travtii 

Included in Clinton's budget request is $15 million forte* 
nical support and research on innovations that can help ikv 
businesses and a doubling, to $32 million, of the Srrul 
Business Administration's Microloau Program, which link] 
loans to micro entrepreneurs with training. 

"This whole country is basically built by entrepreneurs- 
whether they're ill Silicon Valley or young investment barken 
in Manhattan, or people running the srreel vending operation 
out here for the tourists in Washington," Clinton said. 

The firms receiving recognition from the president Friday m 
The Micro Industry Credit Rural Organisation of Tucson, Aril; 
The Detroit Entrepreneurship Institute Inc.: The Northeast 
Entrepreneur Fund Inc. of Virginia, Minn.; Tile Institute for 
Social and Economic Development of Iowa City, Iowa; fl* 
Montana Micro business Finance Program of Helena. Mont- 1 
and The Corporation for Enterprise Development (fj 
Washington. ; 


VW Voluntaril 


AUBURN HILLS. Mich. (AP) _ Volkswagen is recalling j 
1999 Jctia and Golf four-door models because a type ofsotfd 
absorbing material used in the doors might have been imp# 
erly installed and could ignite. 

The voluntary recall involves about 1 1 ,585 Jettas and 
the United States and 1 ,385 Jetlas sold in Canada, VW said- 
The seat belt tension system, designed to provide extra?* 
lection in severe collisions, creates heat and could pot*M 
ignite the material if it has been damaged by improper li# 
la t ion, VW said. . •’.? ' 

No accidents or injuries have resulted from the probteM* 
only one reported Incident in a controlled test environ^ 
the automaker said. ■ : 

Owners of affected vehicles will be notified i?y 
will remove the material, which is designed to reduce 
higher speeds, from the door pillars. All work will be 
ed at no cost to the customer. , , 




NEW YORK (Reuters) — - Shares of Singapore-based ^^ 
serviceprovider Pacific Internet surged as much as 4W#j§5g 
Friday when theybegan trading after their Initial. 
ing; Shares rose as Hjgh as $85.25 Cram the IPO 
share, although by midday the stock settled batk^^^a 
S $56, a gain of $30, or 229 percent:!, ' / \ 

- • . . , ,j m ■■II , ; v l.' , i ; 
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MUSICAL CHAIRS 
AT THE KREMLIN 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Expected approval by the 
Russian parliament of the 1999 draft budget in 
the fourth hearing stumbled on Friday over 
rumours that Communist economy supreme Yury 
Mastyukov was about to be axed. But Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov and the Kremiln 
denied that ministers were about to be sacked. 
Opposition lawmakers in the State Duma lower 
house of parliament were set to approve the aus- 
terity package when a banner headline in Russia's 
most authoritative daily newspaper reported that 
two of the Communists' most favoured ministers 
were on the way out. “All of yesterday (Thursday), 
ITAR-TASS held on to, but never released, a report 
saying that a decree firing Yury Mastyukov and 
Gennady Kulik has already been signed," 
Kommersant reported on irs front page on Friday. 

The daily also said, without quoting sources, 
that the fate of liberal Finance Minister Mikhail 
Zadornov was also in the balance. 

Maslyukov and Kulik were pushed into Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov's cabinet under 
strong urging of Communist and nationalist 
deputies who dominate the lower house of par- 
liament. 

Lawmakers said on Friday that they would not 
go ahead with debate on the spending plan until 
they had been given a clear account of the two 
ministers' fate by the president. They ordered 
Duma speaker Gennady Seleznyov “urgently" to 
contact President Boris Yelrsin over the rumours. 

The Kremlin's Duma envoy Alexander Kotenkov 
assured deputies that “no decision or decrees 


about the government's make-up have been 
made" and that "this information is a provoca- 
tion." 

Should the storm calm later on Friday and 
deputies vote through the draft, which will also 
need approval from the upper house and Yeltsin, 
Russia will be presented with one its smallest 
spending plans this decade. With the economy in 
tatters following an August financial collapse that 
scared away investors and foreign creditors, the 
government has drafted a plan that provides for 
575 billion rubies (around 25 billion dollars, 22 
billion Euros) in spending. 

Revenues are some say optimistically fore- 
cast to be 474 billion rubles, leaving a deficit 
equivalent to 2.5 percent of gross domestic prod- 
uct. The budget is moreover pegged on a 21.5 
ruble-to-dollar exchange rate and a 30-pcrcent 
annual inflation forecast which economists say 
are at best optimistic. In addition, Russia must 
secure about eight billion dollars (seven billion 
euros) in foreign debt relief this year which has 
not yet been agreed by creditors in order to bal- 
ance the budget. 

A senior International Monetary Fund mission 
in Moscow has been sternly watching the budget 
debate and meeting regularly with Malsyukov in 
order to convince the Russians to adopt a more 
reasonable spending plan. The team is due 10 
return to Washington on Saturday without wrest- 
ing from the government a long-promised 
Russian memorandum outlining its future eco- 
nomic plans. 



Maslyukov met the IMF team fur the last lime 
on Friday and brief televised remarks diuriy 
demonstrated the two sides have made limited 
progress on Tutu re loan or debt deferment nego- 
tiations. 


"Today I think we are .ippio.iiliinj- a situation 
ili.it is mid erst and able to both sides.." Maslyukov 
told his IMI cm inter pails. 

"Yet problems remain." Maslyukov said, "espe- 
cially about some of the hudjwt numbers.” 



MALAYSIA PROPS 
UP WEAK BANKS 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — A Malaysian state-backed 
agency Friday finalised agreements with four banks oh 
their recapitalisation, the official Bernama news agency 
reported. The banks, are Arab Malaysian Bank Bhd., 
Arab-Malayslan Merchant Bank Bhd.. Arab Malaysian 
Finance Bhd. and BSN Commercial Bank (M) Bhd., 
Bernama cited a statement from Danamodal Nasional 
Bhd. as saying 

Danamodal. set up last year to recapitalise weak 
banks hit by the Aslan financial crisis, had in November 
last yiar finalised a similar agreement with RHB Bank 

Bhd. • , : ••• •• . ■ 

; ; The five banks are among nine who would receive 

some 4i55 billion ringgit (1.2 billion dollars) in fresh 
’ capital frditi the agency. 

■ • \Danamodal said it would nominate two directors, one 
v e^eciptivfand tye other non-executive, to the five bdnjc- ■ 
' ‘bg (ris(itqtlprts. ^din8 that another five institutions ; 
■ were Istlil under tevl.ew: ; Chairman Raja Datuk Arshe d 
; : Uda'wa5;quoted: as saying that the slgriing ofi, tlw 

' 7 ; -a^^eiiricin a now phase :ii^ th^agenp/s . opernr'. 


The board representation would ensure that 
Danamodal can institute necessary steps and interna- 
tional practices to strengthen the institutions in terms 
of performance and shareholders' value, he said. 

This would lead to a restoration of Investor confi- 
dence in the overall banking sector, and "expedite the 
economic recovery process," he added. 

Danamodal said there were provisions In the agree- 
ments for it to exit its investments, as It did not Intend 
to be a permanent shareholder of the institutions. The 
mode of exit includes initial public offerings, sale to 
existing strategic shareholders, exchange for shares in 
listed parent companies or private sales to third par- 
ties. "The recapitalised banking Institutions are expect- 
ed. to endeavour to undertake an Initial public offer as 9 
.. priority yvifhin a five-year t (me frame," the agency iald. 

‘The term? and tliei final ’structure of 'its Investments 
’ teflcct fche ppemlhg principles that gdide ftunamodal-s 
- Operations £pd they ihclude reiapl tails ing :only Institu- 
' tl 0 11 s .Wh psp ; bp»l ii ds $es are' bps i cal lyy i atye , J ba s ed'p.n 

'.tbmmeyciai and ppbiic pilii^ cbnslder^iohii/ , 

y.-.t i ••• v 
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T ho elderly era not Hit 
only target! of boas 
fragility, known as 
osteoporosis, woman are 
prone to It especially 
after pregnancy, breast- 
feeding and after 
menopause. 

Osteoporosis is defined as 
the "metabolic bone disease 
in which bone mass is 
reduced below the required 
level for its normal function, 
resulting in a mechanical fail- 
ure of bones, ending with 
their fragility," explained 
Khristo Zeidan. consultant 
radiologist, Jubilee Radiology 
Center (JRC). 

Women are considered to be 
calcium exporters particularly 
during pregnancy, when they 
are in charge of supplying the 
whole amount of calcium 
needed to structure the 
fetal's skeleton. Considerable 
amounts of calcium are also 
lost during lactation. 

"Women are more prone to 
calcium deficiency, which is 
highlighted as a major risk 
factor behind osteoporosis. 
But, shortage of such an 
important element can be ter- 
minated by merely drinking 
milk," said Zeidan. 
"Approximately 5 percent of 
the adult skeleton is being 
replaced annually,” said . 
Zeidan. This performance is 
carried out by "osteoblast 
cells responsible for bone for- 
mation that are needed to 
compensate for the aged 
cells, which get reabsorbed 


from the skeleton by the 
osteoclast cells." 

"The effect of certain factors, 
such as, sensitivity to the 
parathyroid hormone, calci- 
tonin and reduced mechani- 
cal stimulation of osteoblast 
ceils are brought on by a 
sedentary life style and lead 


by Amjad Baker 


to osteoporosis," pointed 
out the radiologist. 

However, decreased bone 
mass, in postmenopausal 

Calcium content In 

mg/100 grams off food 

lloms 


Cumin 

1080mg 

Spinach 

600 mg 

|ew Mallow 

370mg 

Yogurt 

350 mg 

Skim milk 

302 mg 

/cup 


Whole milk 

290 mg 

/cup 


Figs 

269 mg 

/ 10 pcs 


Chicken 

216mg 

Eggs 

90 mg 

/ 1 pcs 


White bread 

60 mg 

/ slice 


Parsley 

59 mg 

Lentils 

37mg 

/cup 


Rice 

21mg 

/cup 


Black bread 

I8mg 

/slice 



described as "physiological 
osteoporosis." Enhanced 



skeletal mass reduction in 
both sexes, according to 
Zeidan, increases from "the 
fourth decade onwards” but 
bone loss occurs earlier in 
women and there is marked 
acceleration at the time of 
menopause due to “changes 
in estrogen levels at that par- 
ticular time, “ explained the 
specialist. 

He also added that "osteo- 
porosis Increases in women, 
particularly those who have 
undergone artificially induced 
menopause by surgical 
removal of the ovaries. This 
leads to a cessation in the 
production of estrogen and 
the implementation of 
Hormone Replacement 
Therapy (HRT). Such a drop in 
estrogen negatively affects 
bone regeneration." 

However, zeidan indicated 
that osteoporosis targets 
people with a "family history 
in osteoporosis, cigarette 
smoking and alcohol abuse." 
He also added that " whites 
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are more susceptible to 
osteoporosis than other 
races." 

Diagnosis involves "adopting 
the method of calculating the 
mineral content of bones, 
mainly for calcium," said 
Zeidan. He also added that 
the most common methods 
of diagnosis used today are 
"Dual X-ray Absorbiometry 
(DXA), which is a satisfactory 
procedure used for diagnos- 
ing extremities and localized 
types ol osteoporosis. Dm it 
is not ideal in cases of spinal 
calcification and kidney 
stones, us it may give false 
results. 

"Another method of diagnosis 
is Quantitative Computed 
Tomography (QCT). ideal for 
determining the mineral con- 
tent of the compact atul can- 
cellous bone to identify the 
rate of cancellous bone 
turnover." Zeidan indicated 
that both methods are avail- 
able in Jordan and applied at 


high precision and with no 
discomfort. However, the 
QCT is available only at the 
Jubilee Radiology Center. 
Treatment on the other hand, 
explained Zeidan, involves*) 
nutritional balance by 
increasing minerals, princi- 
pally calcium and vitamin 
intake, such as vitamin D. 
which aids in calcium absorp- 
tion by the cells. Hormonal 
treatment, such as Estrogen 
Replacement Therapy, should 
lie strictly supervised by a 
doctor to avoid any complica- 
tions. 

" I he thiul method of treat- 
ment is to eliminate the rid 
factors by stopping smoking, 
and increasing physical acw 
ties." 

Prevent osteoporosis by 
applying positive Hfesiylr 
choices, incorporating proper 
diet, exercise, estrogw 
re placement and checking 
the body's mineral content 
from lime to lime. j 



DELICIOUS POTATO SALA1 


Yields 9 servings 


Ingredients ; . .. 1- tablespoon finely . Pour tJted^smg 

RQt^; • • chopped fresh dill, or ? pojtgto; rriixtajji^ 

green p6as K |haw^‘ Cwt .die potatoes in 3/4 \ '■ 
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DOCTORS TRY GENE THERAPY IN WOMB - ON LAMB 
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WASHINGTON Reuters)- 
Doctors said on Monday a 
controversial new idea, 
undertaking gene therapy 
on a baby before it is even 
born, has worked well in an 
experiment on 
Lambs. 

The gene therapy did not in 
|itself cure a defect, but 
would help surgical efforts 
to repair the damage after 
birth, Dr. Marlene 
Rabinovitch and colleagues 
at the Hospital for Sick 
Children in Toronto report- 
ed. 

Writing in the journal 
Nature Medicine, they said 
their lambs suffered no 
apparent side-effects from 
the procedure. 

About eight in 1000 babies 
are born with a heart defect, 
and halfofrhese are so seri- 
ous that surgery is needed. 
While they are in the womb, 
baby mammals have a spe- 
cial blood vessel called the 
ductus arteriosus. This 


bypasses the lungs, which 
do not work in the womb. 

But if a baby has a heart 
defect, the ductus arteriosus 
can keep it alive until it is 
old enough to operate on. 
Doctors now use natural 
compounds known as 
prostaglandins to keep it 
open, but they can cause 
serious side effects. 

Rabinovitch, who specialis- 
es in heart problems in 
babies, looked for a better 
way to keep the ductus arte- 
riosus open after birth. If 
doctors can just buy enough 
time to let a baby mature a 
few weeks, it is much more 
likely to survive surgery. 

There had been theories 
that a protein known as 
fib ron ect in closes this duct. 
So they introduced a gene 
that acts as a decoy for the 
protein, effectively blocking 
its action, into several 
unborn lambs. 

The Iambs were born nor- 
mally. and the duct was 


open. 

"We think it might have ram- 
ifications in other diseases,” 
Rabinovitch said in a tele- 

fay Maggie Fox 

phone interview. 

For instance, fibronectin lev- 
els are abnormally high in 
diseases such as coronary 
artery disease and pul- 
monary vascular disease. 

"So the idea would be to 
selectively target the over- 
production of Fibronectin at 
a selected site," she said. 
"What we are aiming at is 
the switch that puts it tip. 
We would be getting rid of 
the overflow.'' 

Elizabeth Nahcl of the 
Cardiovascular Research 
Centre at the University of 
Michigan said this could he 
one example ol where gene 
therapy can actually work. 
Gene therapy involves intro- 
ducing a new gene into the 
body to correct a faulty one. 


But even if doctors can 
accomplish this, it does not 
always “express" or cause 
the production of a protein 
for very long. 

But this transient expres- 
sion. as it is known, may 
work for some heart prob- 
lems. Nabel said, acting as a 
“bridge" for some defects 
until a surgeon can come in. 
“This study exemplifies the 
type of gene delivery and 
scientific refinement that 
will substantially contribute 
to more effective genetic 
therapies for cardiovascular 
diseases," she wrote in a 
commentary. 

Heart disease is the only 
area where gene therapy lias 
been shown to really wink. 

A team at lulls Uuivciriiy in 
Host dll li.ls used gene tliei.i- 
py to get Miaul vessels to 
grow in tlie hearts of 19 
patients with severe licmi 
disease. They -ill report ,i 
noth cable iinpi oveiuem in 
cl\e<t twin. 


I. ale Vast year. .1 pioneer ol 
gene therapy caused consid- 
erable Luntrovcisy by sug- 
gesting that it was lime to 
start thinking about trying it 
in unborn human babies. 

Dr. W. French Anderson of 
the University ol Southern 
California in Los Angeles 
asked advisers to the 
National 

Institutes of Health last 
September to think about 
the implications. 
Rabinovitch says Iter 
approach is slightly differ- 
ent, because Anderson is 
thinking about permanently 
changing a person's geneiii 
makeup to correct diseases 
sin’ll .is cy-iiii fibiosis, 
which .ire caused by a sin 
gle gene delect. Ilei 
appioaih is lenipiii ary, and 
Mill highly expei iment.il. 

“I wouldn't want to update 
oil .1 human foetus (yell. It's 
just too tiskw" she said. 


OBESITY RISING AMONG POOR BABIES 



ATLANTA, Feb. 2 (UPI) - In 
America, poor children are not 
starving, they are getting loo 
far. says a new federal study. 
Researchers from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that being 
overweight outranks malnurri- 
don as the major diet-related 
health hazard facing low- 
income children in the United 
States, says epidemiologist 
Kelley Scanlon. 

Other nutritional trouble zones 
include anemia, which affects 
about 17 to 18 percent oflow- 
income children, and rales of 
breast feeding that are below 
what public health officials rec- 
ommend. 

But Scanlon says that strides 
have been made in correcting 
these problems. Only over- 
weight appears to be on the 
rise, and this may lead to chron- 
ic obesity for these children 
when the y become adults. 


In the national survey, the CL>C 
Tound th.tr roughly one in 10 
low-incunu 1 children under age 
5 is overweight in the United 
States. 'Ibis is twice as Ingh ,n 
expected, the researchers sav. 
Hispanic children were must 
likely in be ton heavy, they 
found. 

Also, the number nf overweight 
children has risen through the 
decade in poor communities, 
the scientists say. mirroring the 
disturbing general trend 
toward greater girth in the gen- 
eral U.S. population. 

The scientists say from 1989 to 
1997 there has been a steady 
increase in rhe prevalence of 
overweight, from 7 percent to 
8.6 percent, in children 
between ages 2 and 5 and from 
10.8 percent to 1 1.3 percent in 
children under age 2. 

Scanlon says, "Children rarely 
die of overweight, but the real 
concern is that it tracks into 


adulthnod." 

She is not sure why ilu-.e 
youngsters are packing mi 
excess pounds, bill sin- say* 
that it may have to do mu oiilv 
with fond, but activity. 
Although resc.il ch is veiy limit- 
ed mi the exercise habits of pie- 
schoolers . ii is likely that even 
small children are spending too 
mini 1 lime plopped in limit of 
the television and ton little 
lime playing. 

The survey found dial malnutri- 
tion does nm appear to he a 
health risk for the majority of 
low-income American children. 
Jusr more than 3 pci cent of 
children younger than 2 and 
less than 2 percent of children 
between 2 and 5 were under- 
weight, suggesting dial "acute 
malnutrition is not a public 
health problem in this popula- 
tion." Scientists were expecting 
to find at least double the 
amount of malnourished chil- 


dicii. 

Black cliildn n li.nl tin 1 highest 
1 .lies ol uinlei weight, wlikli 
in, iv relied the laigv 11111 nl*ei of 
low binli-Wi-ighl babies in ibis 
gomp. 

Dllici Undines slnnv a slight 
drop in ilu- ran* i>l .1 Hernia. .1 
sign ol diets iMiiicnt in iion. 
aiming voting I mv-ii iconic chil- 
dren. Almm I H percent ol ’ 
babies were anemic in 1997. 
compared to 19.4 percent in 
1989. 

The scientists also found ane- 
mia affects one in four black 
children Anemia rates rose 
among black children during 
the studs period, from about 1 1 
percent 10 24.6 percent. ITtis 
was the highest rare seen in any 
of rhe groups studied, which 
included American Indians. 
Alaska natives. Asian and Pacific 
Islanders, whites and Hispaitics. 
Iron deficiency leads to behav- 
ior and learning problems, the 


M'ienmr- wiv. Ii is tin* inn a 
■'•iiiiinmt miiiiiion.il deliuviHY 
iu ih>> world 

I lie sci enlist-. jK.i imind 1I1.11 
blcMsl Iced in; 1 , r.ilos have liseii 
Mihsi.iniiallv. limn < r > per«i.-nt 
in WHO in |i> p,>h v-iii in 19 * 1 /. 

I Ins 1. .1 1111)111 liiipiiiceuic-ni. 
Si, 1 nli >n -i.iys. Inn adds ilin “a 
lot mme needs to he done" to 
1 each the goal of 73 percent of 
women hu -, hi I ceding their 
babies. 

I he c'D(. report monitored chil- 
dren participating in federally 
funded tlu dies in 42 sidles, the 
District of Columbia mid seven 
tribal governments. Data weic 
compiled from 8 million visits 
to pediatricians. 

Scanlon says these programs 
are aimed at helping families 
with incomes no more than 80 
percent above the poverty line 
of about S 16,000 for a family of 
four. 


PLANNED CAESAREAN BIRTHS CUTS AIDS RISK 


BOSTON, Jan. 2 - Elective Researchers 


say planned caesarean percent, compared to a 


Caesarean delivery of (Thursday) that the delivery and the use of 25 percent transmis- 

babies cuts the mother- results of 15 large dini- antiviral drugs lowers sion rate without med- 

to-child transmission of cal trials show that the the rate of transmission teal interventions. The 


the AIDS virus by half. combination 


of. the virus to about 2 


ical interventions. The 
New England journal of 


Medicine released the 
results months before 
publication because of 
the health care implica- 
tions of the report. 






DEAR DR. GOTT: My 
doctor (fiognoMd mo 
with panic disorder. My 
life Is a moss* Is thero 
any halp for mo? 

DEAR READER: Panic disor- 
der is marked by sudden, 
unexpected ami disabling 
feelings of tL-iror, associated 
with p.ilpiiat imis. difficulty 
hiv.it I ring, I’hesi pies shiv. 
('linking, sensations nf 
sninllii'iiiig. <li//iness. hut 
Ikislii's, sweating ami irein- 
hling. I In- aHImiou also pr«» 
duces .1 leal uf dying, going 
ci.izy ni losing mnl ml uf 
one's hudy. 

In diagnosing pjiiir disoi- 
dei, pliyskians must lirsi dif- 
l'*r,*iHi.ile it 1mm he.ui 
.iU.kU. [1.11 ci.il sii/uies. 
diue, overdose-, llivoiid dis- 
eases and a ImsI ol uihi-i 
|iliv:a«.il ailim-nls 1 b. 1 l i.itise 
-. 11111 l .11 sympinins. 

Iic.ii meiil I* »i 1 1 , mil. ilooi- 
del 11 1 . been UlMill'd'.li lllIv 
sin i es»lnl. kei eiulv. hoe.w- 
<T. le-te.lu licl> 1 e polled ,1 
hie.d.ihiough in the 
Aineiic.in loin n.il of 
t'-Mlnam (V. d iVi. iw«». 
Hie dmit»r>: disoneied lli.it 
ilu- pie'.cripiion aniidepiev 
vi 111 Zoloft lessened the 
1 1111 nbei of panic att.Kkj. by 
almnsi ‘ill percent. Ask vtuir 
d«uu«r it this therapy would 
be appropriate lor you. 

DEAR DR. aOTTt In a 
recent column about 
porsonal hygiene, 
you |okingly conclud- 
ed that a person 
should bathe when 
people around him 
told him to do so. 
Pleaso retract that 
advice. The elderly, 
who often experience 
a diminished sense of 
smell, cheuld not 
have f» resort to this 
criterion. People 
should bathe regular- 
ly- 

DEAR READER: I concede 
that point. But liow often is 
“regularly"? Some inactive 
seniors may not have lo 
shower more than twice a 
weeki other, more active 
older folks should certainly 
bathe daily. 

You are correct that nw 
conclusion was lighthearted. 
It would be presumptuous of 
me to lay down a "bathing 
law" for the elderly. 
However, iny personal belief 
Is that people should thor- 
oughly was|f every ; day or 
two. And; or Course, their 
clothes should . also be 
- deaiicd at regular Intervals, 
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(CONTINUED FROM PACE l| 

'NOTHING 
CAN BE 
DONE AT 
THIS STAGE' 

his need for a second bone mar- 
row transplant. Patients, whose 
internal oigans begin to fail arc left 
with a non existent immune sys- 
tem," continued Dibbs. 

He also added that there is a 
possibility that “die liver and kid- 
neys may have been affected 
which is dangerous, as they are 
considered the life support sys- 
tems of the body-, widtout which it 
starts to give out and cannot go 
on." 

‘Ihsatment of liver failure lies in 
life support- renal dialysis 
machines. On the other Iiand, if 
die kidneys fail, then a transplant is 
required," noted Dibbs. 

However, the body must be will- 
ing and ready to undergo such an 
operation able to withstand 
surgery. When the white blood 
cells are already too low, no infec 
don can be combated and die 
body is left defenceless. 

On the other hand, Adnau 
Abdultat, Neurologist, stated that 
patients wIkj undergo six ses- 
ions of chemotherapy and relapse 
have veiy Kittle chance of success in 
a second transplant." 

He also confirmed that 
“although a patient could survive 
on life support machines for as 
long as the body can hold out. 

Yet, the patient’s diances of sur- 
vival are limited to a few days." 

His health so far, continues to 
rapidly deteriorate, as he lias 
readied to die advanced stages of 
cancer. 

He was flown by helicopter to 
die Hussein Medical Gty early yes- 
terday after arriving to Amman 
from Rochester, Minnesota. 

His Majesty, diagnosed with 
Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, 
returns home after a second bone 
marrow transplant’ 
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22 SATELLITE LISTINGS 


07:00 Far Eastern r Twni, 
Economic Review 
07:30 Europe Today UWBC: 
ODJCottonwood Christian Center 
9:00 Asia This Week 
9.30 Countdown to Euro 
10:00 Europe This week 
1 1:00 The McLaughlin Group 
11:30 Dot Com 
12:00 Storyboard 
12:30 Far Eastern Economic 
Review 

17;Q0 Europe This Week 
18:00 Asia This Week 
18:30 Countdown To Euro 
19:00 Storyboard 
19:30 Dot.Cam 
20:00 Time & Again 
2!:00 Dateline 

22:00 The Tonight Show With jay 
Leno 

23:00 Late Night wichConran 
O'Brian 

00.00 CNBC Sports 

01:00 The Tonight Show with Jny 

Leno 

03:00 Late Night With Conan 
O'Brien 

04:00 Time & Again 
05:00 Dateline 

06:00 The Tonight Show With Jay 
Leno 


23:00 Kulil; | I OEOGRAPHI 
Ring of LJ CHANNEL 

Power 

00:00 Today 

01:00 NBC Nightly News 

01:30 Dateline NBC 

02:30 WrybilhBird With A Bent 

03:00 Chesapeake Born 

04:00 Family Hour: Rocky 

Mountain Beaver Pond 

04:30 Animal Minds 

04:30 Animal Minds 

05:00 Ozone:Cancer OF The Sky 

06:00 On The Edge: Deep Flight 

06:30 On The Edge: Ice Climb 

07:00 Explorer 

08:00 Return to the Everest 

19:00 Tsunami: Killer 

10:00 Wild: Wild Dog Dingo 

1 1:00 Quest ForAtocha 
124)0 Kea The Mountain Parrot 
13:00 Belize; The Trimiug Point 
14.-00 On The Edge Scracofear 
15:00 Explorer 

16:00 Freelance In A World Of 
Risk 

17:00 Island QfThe Giant Bears 
18:00 On The Edge:Stratofear 
19:00 Explorer 

20:00 Ron Haviv: Freelance In A 
World or Risk 

J21:00: Titanic's Lost Sister 22:00 
1 Reflections on Elephants 


074)0 WERW 

News ■■■■ 

07:15 Pariamento 

07:45 Visa 
0B: 1 5 Cult 
08:45 Style 
09:15 Prespectives 
09:45 International 
10:15 Cinema 
10:45 Europeans 
11: 15 Visa 
11:45 2000 
12:15 Pariamento 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Prospective 
13:45 Cinema 
14:15 Globus 
14:45 International 
15:15 Visa 
15:45 Perspectives 
16:15 Europeans 
16:45 2000 
17:15 Style 
17=45 International 
18:15 Pespcclives 
18:45 Cult 
19:15 Globus 
19:45 International 
20:15 Europeans 
20:45 Cinema 
21:15 2000 
21:45 Pariamento 
22:15 Perspective 
22:45 CUlt 
23:00 Globlis 
23:45 International 
00:00 Style 
CKh45 Perspective 


01.-00 International 
01:45 Cinema 
02:15 Europeans 
02:45 Perspectives 
03:00 End 


01:00 Journal- VDW 

With Top Story - 

01:30 All Board 
02:00 Journal -Mit Ihgestliema 
02:30 Made In Germany 
03:00 Journal-Con Teina Del Dia 
Journal-Wlth Top Story 
03:30 Germany Today 
Q4:00Joumal-Mlr Tagesthema 
04:30 Die ZDF Reportage 
05.-00 Journal-With Top Story 
0530 Destination Germany 
06:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
06:30 Deutschland Heute 
07:00 Journal -With Top Story 
07:30 All Board 
08:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
08:30 Made in Germany 
09:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
09:30 Germany Today 
1 0:00 Joumal-Mir T&ges thema 
10:30 Die ZDF Reportage 
1 hOOJournal-Wlqi Ibp Story 
1 1:30 Destination Germany 
12:QD Joumal-Mit Thgesthema 
12:30 Deutschland Heute 


09:30 Xtrern Sports 

10:00 Live Bobsleigh 

World Championships In Cortina 

D'Ampesso, Iraly 

10:30 C 

1 2:00 Live Bobsleigh World 
Championships In Coruna 
D'Ampesso, Italy 
13.00 Live Bobsleigh World 
Championships In Cortina 
D'Ampesso, Italy 
14:30 Speed Skating 
■ 15:00 Live Luge: World Cup 111 St- 
Mortiz. Switzerland 
16:00 Live Speed Skating World 
Speed Skating Championship In 
Hamar, Norway 
17:00 Ski Jumping 
19:00 Ttnnis 

20:00 Live Apline Skiing: World 
Championship in CIL Cllwy. USA 
21:00 Tennis 

22:00 Live 5keton:Worid Cup In 

Konigssee.Germany 

23:00 Live Boxing 

23:00 Live Bobsleigh: World Cup 

In Konigssee 

00:00 Live Skeleton: World Cup 
In Konigssee, Germany 
01:00 Boxing 
02:00 lYactor Pulling 
03:00 Close 


■ ■ 

1 5:30 Germany Today 
1 6:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
1630 Schtcze Dcr Welt 
16:45 Chronik 

1 7:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
17:30 Destination Germany 
18:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema 
18:30 Deutchiand Heute 
19:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
19:30 ZDF Inside Report 
20:00 Journal-M it Ibgcsthema 
20:30 Kuitur-galerie-Das 
Kultumagazin 

2 1:00 Journal-With Top Story 
2 1:30 Germany Today 
22:00 Joumal-Mit Tagesthema/ 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dia 
22:30 El Reporaje Do ZDF 
22:30 Schulze Der Welt 
22:45 Chronik 
23:00 Journal-With Top Story 


07.00 Journal ■ V5 

TV5 

07:15 French Focus 

07:30 Horizon 

08:30 Outermers 

094)0 TVS Minutes et mEtEo 

09.4)5 Journal de Radio-Canada 

0930 Bus ct Compagnie 

1030 Genies en Herbe 

11:00TV5 Minutes 

1 1:05 Magellan 

11:30 Branche 

12:00 TV5 Minutes 

12:05 Decouveite 

1230 Funambule 

134X)TV5 Minutes 

13:05 Autant Savoir 

13:30 Journal de France 3 

14:00 Plaislrs |Du Monde 

16:00 Journal International 7V5 

16:15 Journal desArts et Des 

Spectacles 

1630 Pas SI Betes Que ca 
17410 Itlneraire Bis 
1730 Les Beiges du Bout du 
Monde 

18:00 Urgence 
19:00 TVS Minutes 
19:05 Questions pour un 
Champion 
1 9:30 Journal TV5 
20:00 Sport Africa 
2030 Journal de La RTBF 
21.00 Thaiassa 
22:00 Faut Pas River 
234)0 Journal de France 
TE]tvl5iont 
23:30 Oranges Dete 
01:00 Telednema 
01:25 M&t£o Internationale 
01 30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal De La TSR 
02:30 Bouillon Des Culture 
03:45 Viva 
0430 TVS Minutes 
0435 Rflets 


02:30 World Living: Earth Report 

034)0 BBC World News 

03:30 Asia Today 

03:45 World Business Report 

044)0 BBC World News 

0430 Asia Today/ USA Direct 

054X) BBC World News 

05:30 Hard Talk 

06:00 BBC World News 

06:30 USA Direct 

074X) BBC Wbrtd News 

07:30 World Fociis:Panorama 

0800 BBC World News 

08:30 World Living: Earth Report 

09:00 BBC World News 

09:30 Hard Talk 

10:00 BBC World News 

10:30 Correspondent 

1 1:00 BBC World News 

1 1 4)5 Weekend World 

12:00 BBC World News 

1230 World Living: Holiday 

134)0 BBC World News 

13:30 This Week 

14:00 BBC World News 

14:05 Weekend World 

15:00 BBC World News 

15:05 Weekend World 

16:00 BBc World News 

1630 World Living 

17:00 BBC World News 

174)5 Weekend World 

18:00 BBC World News 

1830 Style! 

19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living: Holiday 
204)0 BBC Wbrld News 
20:00 The World Today 
20:30 This Wfeek 
21:00 BBC World News 
2130 World Focus 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:05 Weekend World 


0230 New York [ 

News I A 

0335 Married with W 

Children f® 

03:50 Homicide: Life 
On The Streets 
04:40 One Line to Live 
0530 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beacn 
07:10 Houston Knights 
08:00 1 Married Dora 
08:25 Designing Women 


iMEHir* n.ijd 


08:50 Minor Adjustments 
09:15 Lost on Earth 


09:40 Step by Step 
10:05 Silver Spoons 
1030 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life to Live 


1 1:45 General Hospital 
1235 Sunset Beacn 
13:25 Houston Knights 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Designing Women 
15:05 Minor Adjustments 
1530 Lost on Earth 
15:55 Step by Step 
16:20 Silver spoons 
16:45 Moon Over Miami 
17;35 Family Matters' . 


18:00 Dr.Quiiui Medicine Wnm.ni 

19:00 Caroline InTlic City 

1930 Murphy Blown 

20:00 Anyday Now 

21:00 Veronica's Close re 

2130 Suddenly Susan 

22:00 New York News 

234)0 Police Academy 

00:00 Babylon 5 

00.-55 Due South 

01:40 La Feiiinic Nikita 


04:00 2 DaysliiThe^^ferifll 

Valley mggj 

06:00 Space Trackers 

08:00 Let It Be Me 

10:00 Carpaol 

12:00 Let It Be Me 

14:00 Dear God 

16:00 Three Men And A Little 

Lady 

18:00 Dear God 
204)0 Watchers 
23:00 Buglar 
00:00 Angel Heart 
02:00 Watchers 
00:00 Pyrates 
02:00 Dead Sleep 


23:01) tin I mi U! 

OUiiH) I unclv I'l.incr 
014)11 Wild Discovi'iv 


IS 


134)0 Joumal-With Top Story 


B 

NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 

CHANNEL 

13 J€ All Boardl 

144X) Journal-Mi t Tagesthema 

1 4:30 Made in Germany 


HI 19 S WOR LD 05:30 Judge 


06:00 Regis And Kathy Lee (r) 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

0730 Wheel ofFomme 

08:00 Hollywood Squares 

0830 Sally Jessy Raphael 

0930 El Uncur 

104)0 The Roseaune Show 

11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 

1 130 Cooking Secrets of The CIA 

12.00 El Celebrity Profile 
1300 Regis And Kathy Lee 

14.00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 

1500 Travel Update 

15:30 The View 

16:30 El Model 

17:00 The Roseanne Show 

18:00 Jeopardy 

1830 Wheel of Fortune 

19:00 Hollywood Squares 

19:30 Judge Judy 

20:00 El Celebrity Profiles (r) 

21:00 Saturday Night Live 

2130 HI Q & E 

22:00 El Model 

22:30 Late Show With David 

Letrcrman 

2330 Ooli La La 

00:00 El News Week-End 

01:00 The View |r) 


01:00 Bright Lights. 

Big City 
03:00 Lenny 

05:00 The Birdman OF Alcatraz 
07:00 Have you Seen My Son? 
09:00 The Chocolate War 
1 1:00 Casablanca 
13:00 Hie Goodbye Girl 
15:00 Irma La Douce 
1 7:00 Paths OF Glory 
19:00 One Million Years B.C 
21:00 The Eye OF The Needle 
23:00 Coming Home 


SHCtWTtME 


02:00 Challange . 

03:00 Ushuaia DJjGOUflPJJ 

04:00 Wings 

05:00 Go For Itl 

06:00 Ushuaia 

07:00 The New Explorers II 

08:00 TVavelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet II 

10:00 Inntimate Escapes 

1030 Splat 

12:00 Go For Itl 

134)0 Discovery Profile Series 

144)0 Discovery Profile Series 

154)0 Discovery Profile Series 

164)0 Discovery Profile Series 

174)0 Discovery Profile Series 

1 84)0 Discovery Profile Series 

19:00 Wild Discovery 

204)0 Discovery Showcase' 

21:00 Science Frontiers . 1 
22:00 Discovery Profile Series 


I Tire timid 
I Night Video*: 

I KkkslJrt 
i Top Selection 
I Kick.stJrt 
I Non Siup Hits 
I Nun Slop Mils 
I Select MTV 
I AniM Lin 

l Biorhythm Krista Rhymes 
I So ‘JO's 
I Tup Selection 
I MTV Data Video 
I Amour 
I MTV ID 
i The l.aie l.ick 


04:00 The Sea el 
World of Alex Mack 
04:30 Mowgli 
05:00 Mighty Max 
05:30 Rucko's Modem Life 
06:00 Real Monsters 
06:30 Doug 
07:00 Arthur 
07:30 Wimzie's House 
08:00 Blues Clues 
08:30 The Busy World or Richard 
Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The Digswell Dog Show 

09:45 Little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

1 1 :00 Cardng 

1 1 :30 Kugrars 

12:00 Kenan 8i Kel 

12:30 The Secret World ul Alex 

Mack 

13:00 Dung 

13:30 Kotku’s Modem 1 ilc 
14:00 Real Ministers 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Kiigrats 
1 5:30 Catriog 
16:00 Kenan A Kel 
16:30 Mowgli 


1 The Larry Sanders 7 \ 

* 

Everybody Loves Raymond 
Cheers 

Evening Shade 
Party of Five 
Entertainment Tonight 
The Nanny 
Mad Ahmil Tim 
Bnslun Common 
The Steve Harvey Show 
Seinfeld 
Single Guy 

The Lnrry Sanders Show 
Daves World 
Parly of Five 
Mad About You 
Boston Common 
The Steve Harvey Show 
Single Guy 
Seinfeld 


Hollywood 
02:30 Killing Machine 
04:00 The Battle Of Anzio 
06:00 Boys Will Be Boys 
07:30 Oliver’s Story 
09:00 Funny Girl 
lli30 The Devil's 'Own 
. 13:30 Nick Of Time 

15:00 Leapin' Leprechauns 2. 
16:30 Fugitive Night , 

18:00 When Harry Met Sally ' 
20:00 Inside Hollywood ~ 
20:30 Mulholand Fails . ' 1 
s : 22i30 Action! Young Curis II 
00(30 Norma Jeati and Marilyn 





024)1) Star lick-Tho Next 
(•■‘iiehition ” 

0 W«) Silk Stalking 
! 04:(ll) Traz.ui 
04:30 Pacific Blue 
03:30 The (.mumish 
06:30 TV Movie 
IW:!W) Tr.i/ati 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Macgyvcr 
1 1:00 Real TV 
1 1 :.it» Acapulco Heat 
12:30 Inside Edition 
1.3:00 The Cnmmisl) 

14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Dark Skies 
16:00 Premier League Preview 
16:30 The Premier Match 
19:00 Real TV 
19:30 iVnsacola 
20:30 Earth: The Final Cortfiia 
21:30 The Premier Match 
23:30 Arliss 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Acapulco Heat 




02:00 The Friday vm 
Rock Show 1M.1.MM.W1. 
04:00 VHl Late Shift 
08:00 Breakfast in Bed 
1 1 :00 Greatest Hits Of: Hie 
Movies 

1 1:20 Talk Music 
12:00 Something For The 
Weekend 

13:00 The VHl Classic 
14:00 Ten Of The Best 
15:00 Greatest Hits Of: The 60S 
15:30 Pop-Up Video 
16:00 American Classic 
1 7:00 Album Chart Show 
1 8:00 Premiere 
22:00 The VHl Disco Party 
23:00 The Kate 8i Jono Shw 
00:00 Bob Mills' Big 80’s 
01:00 VHl Spice 


09:00 Maple Town 


09:30 Bananas ill F 

Pyjamas | 

15:50 Expedition 
Earth-Due. 

18:30 Disney Club 
20:00 City Kids 
20:30 Blossom 
I ;00 Saved Ry The Bell 
21:30 Studio Sud 
02:30 New Avengers 
03:30 Dallas 


04:10 Studio Sud 


06:00 Arabic Video 


07:00 You Can Cook 
08:30 Gillette World Spoilt 
09:00 Cinema 98 
14:00 Flash News/Live 
18:00 American Series 
19:00 Best Seller 


! USTop 10 Video RENTALS 

1. 'Trie Truman Show- 
Parflrriounl Home Video 

2. Lethal Weapon 4 - Warner 
Htine Video 

3. Out Of Sight - Universal 
Studios ' 

4. Blade - New Line Home 
Video 

5., The Negotiator - Warner 
Home Video 

6, Sx Days, Seven Nights - 
Touchstone. Home Video 

7. W 1 Miramax Home 
Entertainment . 

6, Armageddon - Touchstone 
Home Video 

B. HowJjtella Qot Her Groove 
Back-FoitVldeo 
10, DfsUtrbjng Behavior - 
MGM/UA Horde Video 

I US Top 10 Video SALES 

1. Armageddon - Touchstone 
Home Video 

2. Austin Powers - New Line 
Hqme Video 

3. Dr. Dollttla - FoxVIdeo 

4. The Wedding Singer - New 
Line Home Video 

6. The Mask Of Zorro - 
Columbia TriStar 

6. Uon KIng ll: Slmba’s Pride - 
Walt Disney Home Video 

7. Titanic - Paramount Home 
Video 

0. The Parent Trap - Walt 
Disney Home Video 

9. Tae-Bo Workout - Ventura 
Dtslrfoullon 

10. Playboy's Girlfriends - 
Playboy Home Video 


i : v;^ •• ;i ;j •; 
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“Giving commencement speeches is a the travel companies tire Connecticut , 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 
MMiiutiu wnuin imifi 


DONALD O'CONNOR I 


here are conflicting reporrs about the 
|| condition of entertainer Donald 
H O'Connor... who's being treated for 
pneumonia ar Desert Regional Medical 
Center in Palm Springs, California. 

The hospital says O'Connor - who was 
admitted Sunday - is in critical condition. 
Bur a spokesman for the 73-year-o!d song- 
a nd-dance man says he doesn't think 
O’Connor's condition is that serious. 

O'Connor has appeared in scores of 
movies since his debut in 1937. But he's 
probably best known for playing second 
banana to a mule in six “Francis, the Talking 
Mule" movies. 

O'Connor co-staned witli Gene Kelly in 
"Singin' in the Rain”... widely regarded as 
the greatest movie musical ever made. His 
most recent movie appearance was in "Out 
to Sea"... a 1997 comedy starring Jack 
Lemmon and Walter Matthau. 


BILL COSBY 


,Tli Cosby lias another book coming 
out this spring. “Congratulations! 
’Now What?!: A Book For Graduates" 
is the entertainer’s take on college life and 
what lies ahead for the new graduate in the 
real world. 

Coshy is a highly sought-after com- 
mencement speaker and the father of five 
college-educated children. He says • 


hobby of mine; I have a feeling for anes- 
thesiology. I like to give young people a 
chance to h'ear the important ideas they 
plan to Ignore and I thought it would be 
fun to turn this into a book." 

The book is slated for publication in May 
(by Hyperion). 


ROBIN LEACH 


egal trouble for Robin Leach. The 
| champagne-sipping host of "Lifestyles 
i of the Rich and Famous" has been 
named in a lawsuit filed by ciflicials limn 
seven states.. .alleging lie took part in a 
scheme with two Florida travel companies 
to deceive consumers. 

Washington stale AUnmcy Genet al 
Christine Gregoire says the travel agencies 
used Leach as a celehriiv pit ill man to mis- 
lead consumers into thinking (liev’d wmi <u 
were entitled to a hixitiv vai.itinn and 
cruise to the Bahamas. 

The suit alleges ih.it people who went 
fur the deal wound up gelling limiting 
more than suhsiund.ml aiuiilindalii»riv. .in 
opportunity to pay up to m ie-ihmis.il id dol- 
lars for seven days in limit la.. .am I -i one- 
day feny ride offering a game ut "I as Vegas 
style" bingo. 

Several consumers who took tile trips 
complained ilieywcie subjected to "haul- 
sell" tinieshare presentations lm up tu live 
hum $. 

Oilier states filing suit against I each .uul 


the travel companies tire Connecticut, 
Illinois, North Carolina, Ohio, West Virginia 
and Wisconsin. 


GARY COLEMAN 


w miner child actor Cary Coleman 
[■ •: pleaded no contest yesterday Just as 
■■ the jury was about to get the case 
accusing him of hilling a disgruntled auto- 
graph seeker. 

The Hawthorne. California, City 
Attorneys Office say* Cole matt entered the 
last -minute plea following closing argu- 
ments to the jury, file fm liter ''IhllTeiil 
Strokes" star was lacing a possible one- 
year jail sentence ii he'll been convicted of 
misdemeanor assault and battery. ..hut 
won't have in st-ive .mv jail time under the 
ileal with piusi-ditiiis. 

Iiisic aif. Coleman u-piutedlv has been 

pl.ued nil Hi II 1 Vi .ll plnkilioil tit 

attend .mgei manage uieitl i lasses. ..pay a 
■UK) -dnl la i line. ..and luxe tm con tact with 
the yu tun. Tuny Field. 

Earlier the diminutive .utur ,n kin levi- 
ed ged he'd hit i-irlj hei.nise she was "sc.u • 
mg In in" and lie wanted to get aw.iv ft "til 
her. Mil- iiuulent imik pla>e last llilv in a 
un i tut in simp where t 'oleman was I 'living a 
Indict pinnl vest lm his inli .is a vevilltiv 
gitanl. 

held was healed -it the hospital lm a 
Mach eye ami bruises. She has til. -*1 a sepa- 
rate uvil suii .t gainst « nlenMu. 



SATURDAY, FEB. 6, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B om today, you can be rather 
wild and unpredictable, but 
the remarkable thing is that 
you are almost certain to enjoy a 
reputation for being utterly stable 
and reliable, especially when 
things get rocky and the going gers 
tough. The more others are thrown 


into a panic around you. the more 
you arc able to settle into a 
"groove" and do the right thing in 
a calm and productive manner. 
When things slow down, however, 
you’ll be off again quickly, explor- 
ing all sorts of unusual and even 
dangerous endeavors. You're not 
one to respond well to the word 


likely lo bo closely lied lo your 
youth. The fact is that, for good 
or bad. you will want to break 
away from things in your youth 
that you see as negative or 
oppressive. It's likely that you 
experienced a stormy relation- 
ship with your parents. 

Also born on this dale are: 
Babe Ruth, baseball player; 


Ronald Reagan. U.S. pro si- 1 
deni: Natalia Colo, singer; Axl 
Rose, smger and musician; 
Tom Brokaw, news anchor- 
man; Rip Torn, actor. 

To see whal is in store lor you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the corresponding 
paragraph. Let your birthday 
star be your daily guide. 


ARIL'S 

March 21 -April OJ): 

j,You have very little time. 
v ; *° acc ompllah sorrie- -. 
4 ;thlng Important ancl, / 
rat herlarge In scope 


TAURUS 

(Ap.il £0 May 20): 


t- It's essential that 
you prioritize! 


Take care that you don't 
become overly dramatic 
today as you toll stories 
to th6se who are eager 
to listen. You must keep 
thlrigd'lh perepeotlve. 


BKi 

GB/NMi 

(fife 

You may have trouble 
keeping those who are 
In your care Under com- 
' ■plate control UwY . 
Asserlyoiir ajilhcJnfy ; . 

with ImaglnUtfohflhd 

.A* A grace.--- 


4:00 From Hie l/CTl ; ;l ^r large In scope who arb eager ' -plpta cofilrol.today, : . 

4°0An maniacs lVs te ^htlfilthat to listen. YoU rniiaf keep Aaae^yoMr^thd^, 

you Priorittzol thlrigdin perspective. * Imaglna^n end 

4:30 The Adventure Of Tit* grac©.' 

Pfltr °l ' ’ 

5:00 Nieghbours (Parnlbf f : ' 

6:00 French Program (^, fi- 

: m UBRA- SCORPIO . SAGITTARIUSi 

7:15 French PrograiH • ' V ti g ' ( tJ OPS Sfa'-Oct. £3): (Oct ) (N W.(2?-Dac:. 21): 

7 JO News Headlines; I*;.'.' •. ; '• ; 

Solitary aolMties todiir ; 


CAMCSJ : 

(hir : j fY-J.'l/ '‘‘.'-’f 

Something a close irlend 
or associate has refused 
to do will fall on your lap 
today. The first thing you 
must do Is calm any 
domestic disturbances. 


you cart lorga ahead 
and do something 
entirely new, which 
cOuld become your new 
milieu. 


slJFJRA SCORPIO SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORM AQUARIUS PISCES 


(•->opi 2 :i-Oct. £ 3 ): 


(Oct. jm-Nqvc ?1) 


(Nw.rSg-nor:. 21): 


(UftO. 25~Jdn. Pj): . (Jjfcfl Uic 

You can lake advantage You'll have alwaming for 
of technology tpdpy In a someonB who doesn't 


/■«& 


.j**- 


nmanmBriniMHra«MNr 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 
3:30/6:30/8:30 
/ 10:30 
GALLERIA I 









LETHAL 
WEAPON 4 
6:30/8:30/10:45 
GALLERIA 2 


nm 


You can relive a certain Today is a good day to 
favorite event today, or express your love and 




appreciation for a spe- 
cial friend with a gift ■ 
that only you can give, 
Nightfall brings new 
options. 


(Fnfc igrM^h20):. 

Your reactions to a'- 
stressful sltuailon are 



104)0 News, at tty 1 



flHS IcILBjilli jUU a wi iDvnnviyy/ ,M — * — — — i. ... . ■ •*, . - , ■ f 

i ' dea(,’yb|U'can do. some- manner which aDoWayou ^ein to knowluslhow IWWWyW,; 

& thlnditfday Which Is to be uniquely human as to eel In certQiji eitOa- WlpSlSWSt ^ 0U 

■ renierrtW^d for being out well. Voii needn't abandon lions. Avoid mie'als' Sryd i ; Jodey-: 

-V .gfthe ordinary. : ' your origihallty. Instead; leach fey exam- changelor the, better! 

. ■ ■ "f* . 


Ml'l.AN 3:00-3:00 
IgAUOUUA 2 

| GALLERIA 
PHONE 


SAT 

OlHDt 





3934793 
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ACROSS 

1 Like a busy 
parson's 
schedule 

7 Religious 
poem 

12 Represent 
In material 
form 

13 More 
Indigent 

14 Islam 
believer 

15 Persons 

16 Apply 
lightly 

17 Small bill 

IB Shade of 

blue 

21 Emitted 
coherent 
light 

23 Glide 
downhill 

26 Chinese 
monetary 
unit 

28 Part of the 
ear 

29 Roman 
bronze 

30 Parry's 
creator 

31 Sells 

33 Sir 

Walter — 

36 Japanese 
native 

37 Parle 
season 


38 Unsophisti- 
cated 

E arson 
arge knife 
41 Above 

42 SSngly 
bright 
44 Urns' kin 
45 Theater 
sign (abbr.) 
46 Vast age 
48 — 

education 

(college) 

51 PerapTres 
55 Famous 
Plaza 
resident 
56 Bordeaux 
wine 
57 Flops 
down 
58 Sea 
hawk 

DOWN 

1 Dress 
bottom 
2 Comedian 
Philips 
3 Den 
Rattler's 
network 
4 Blabbed 
5 Perfect 
6 Percussion 
Instrument 
7 — the 
pavement 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


UUUUJyy UMWUlia 

mauiiiuiu] ujwmuaH 

yuiisi ; wujiii rjuyi 
UM=JUi kiUi 11 HUULdl 
liiiiaa KJEiduaiii i 
[Jill! KJMlil I 
UU1EJ &WLe! I 
IlULL-U I 
UiWL'Ja UKU LeJMIUUI 
LULSkk l!M3l 

il&iuuHiiuui umuiujuui 
muiime^ uuauuiu 

liaEJhUaiij l=jUUUiU)U 


(looked for 
work) 

8 Indefinite 
number 

9 Coach 
Paraeghlan 

10 Bernstein, 
for short 

11 Fern, title 

13 Friends 

character 

18 Sound 
system 

19 Hard- 
handed 
defen ee 

20 Shouter 

22 Actress 
Loren 

23 Like 
seawater 

24 Sharper 

25 Magazine 
copies 


27 Confeder- 
ate general 

32 — Kapital 

34 Entrance 

35 In 

abundance 

39 Certain 
painting 

43 Cries 
mournfully 

45 Send by 
sea 

47 Tide type 

48 Informed 

49 Sick 

50 Sticky stuff 

52 Timetable 
abbr. 

53 Casual 
shirt 

54 Pigpen 
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Piatib Play &y KhaiiclAs’ad! 
8:00 PM - Main / / 'ill 

Jhe 8 ^ri||.v ■ / 0 

V-, '-1 


‘V 



' ' ' 1 MAGAZINE lUFEfllDS JUDC.MDf.T 0N ‘H 


he Hollywood Repoilor says Leonardo 
,i DiCnprio has said yes ro a starring role in 
"Gangs of New York" For director Martin 
Scorcese. Rnlwrt De Niro is also reportedly in 
talks to star in the movie, described as "a sweep- 
ing tale of Irish gangsters in New York. 


SPACEY WILL ANNOUNCE OSCAR NO/WINEES 


evin Spacey will be at the podium next 
;|r Tuesday morning to announce this year’s 
Oscar nominees. Spacey won die best sup- 
porting actor Oscar for the 1995 movie “The 
Usual Su speers.” He and Robert Relime, presi- 
dent of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Science, will announce the nominees at the 
Academy’s headquarters in Beverly Hills. Calif. 
When the Oscars are handed out in Los Angeles 
on March 31, Spacey will be otherwise engaged. 
He opens in "The Iceman Cometh" on Broadway 
on the 29th. 


MATT CO WAY BAGi< 


; hen Julia Roberts made “Mystic Pizza” 
v . / . in 1987, it was not just her first leading 
; role in a movie. It was also her chance 
to meet and work with Matt Damon. Of course, 
in those days, only a few people outside his 
immediate family even knew who Malt Damon 
was. He worked on the movie for just throe days, 
sharing one scene with Koberts, but she tells 
Access Hollywood she remembered Damon veiy 
well. Damon remembers too. Lie says it was his 
fust lime on a movie set. and lie went around 
grinning and annoying everybody. 


■ STARS COME OUT FOR TOUET^E S YNDRQM$ 


. nhin Williams, Neve Campbell, Dylan 
■ McDermott and Canny n Mannheim are on 
• the guest list tonight for the Tnuieitc 
Syndrome Association's Second Annual A wauls 
Dinner. The group is honoring Oscar-winning 
actor Cuba Gooding Jr. and TV talk show host 
Maury Povidi for their work on behalf or research 
and treatment of the affliction. Organizers may 
also set aside a moment to honor the memory of 
Julius Wechler, the founder of the GO's group The 
Baja Marimba Band. He died of lung cancer 
Monday at the age of 63. Wechtcr had suffered 
from and served ns a spokesman for people with 
Tourette Syndrome. 


HEY, WHAT ABOUT MY CHAM- 
IPAGNE WISHES AMD CAVIAR KISSES?! 


. .. <tbin Loach has legal troubles. The long- 
{ time host or "Lifestyles of the Rich and 
l'. Famous” has been named in a suit tiled by 
officials from seven states, alleging that he took 
part in a scheme with two Florida-based travel 
companies to take unsuspecting customers for a 
ride. Washington Attorney General Christine 
Gregoire says the travel agencies used Leach as a 
celebrity pitchman to convince consumers that 
they had won or were entitled to a luxury vaca- 
tion and cruise to the Bahamas. The suit alleges 
that people who went for the deal wound tip get- 
ting an opprtuniry to pay up to SI ,000 for seven 
days in Florida and a one-day ferry ride offering a 
game of “Las Vegas style” bingo. 


NOW ME CAN GO THE MOVIES ON HIS OWN 


,i « ovie critic Gene Siskel will be out of 
H. /i] action for a while - maybe as much as six 
£ V k, months - on doctor's orders. Siskel is 
•taking a leave of absence from all five of his jobs 
in order to speed up his recovery from brain 
surgery. Siskel had a tumor removed last May. He 
says he’ll be back to work in the fall. Siskel says 
he's in a hurry to get well because he doesn't 
want his partner, Roger Ebert, "to get more 
screen time than I" on their syndicated TV show. 



CHELSEA STORY^^- '*£•»* 


cuple magazine says it gave ,i !■»< otTlimight 
I- to President Clinton ami Him ladv Hill.it v 
: Rodham Clinton's nhje* nous to its mwi 

story about their daughter Chelsea. But IMnm 
Carol Wallace says she went ahead with the .un- 
cle because it shows an admirable iel.niPii-.lup 
between Mrs. Clinton and hei d.iuglilri. W.ill.iu- 
also says that, at 19. Chelsea is no longei a « hild 
- and as "an eyewitness to the lamilv di.ima and 
history uuloiding around hei. she is a valid join- 
nalistic subject." The fii.sl Couple said they 
“deeply regret and are pi oti mildly saddened' by 
(lie magazine's decision to ignore tlteii peismiat 
appeal to respect Chelsea's ptivpiy and senility. 


BUT. HE'S 


u-Tdiig Clan tapper Russell Jones plaits 
• ; . .■ to hold a news conference Fiidav to 
condemn New York police lor ancsliiig 
him last month and charging him with shooting 
at plainclothes ulliceis. A grand jut v has refused 
to indict Jones, who also goes hv the name Ol' 
Diity Bastard. When police pulled Jones over the 
night of Jan. 15 for driving erratically with i la- 
lights of his Chevy Tahoe tinned oil. they said lie 
fired shuts at the plainclothes ulliceis. Jones 
denied it. and when detectives searched the iai, 
they couldn’t find a gun. 


he pi leu p on the Ini oi mat ion Superhighway 
last night is being blamed on the Viiimia’s 
Secret spiing lashioit show. The lingerie 
company figures that lens uf thousands ol people- 
tried in log on to its website to see lyi.i Banks, 
Stephanie Seymour and several olhet models 
strut their stuff in high-class underweai. One big 
reason why the show drew such a crowd is that 
the company ran an ad during the Super Bowl, 
scoring a direct marketing hit on its tat gel audi- 
ence. 


STARS COME OUT FOR PN 
AFRICAN FEST 


• . ifre Woodard, Blair Underwood and Tun 
Reid are oil tile guest list lor tonight's 
j opening night gala ai the 7th Annual Bail 
Alii tan Mini & An Festival in I .os Angeles. 
Malcolm Jamal Warner is the celebrity host lor 
1 lit- big doings at Ihe Magic Johnson Theatres. 


I 'em Hems ul't-iuluiing insigrufiaru 

I’l i ill) I Nlilrtl I'le.ss littimilloid 

THIS PRESIDENT STAftTII 
THIS SPORTS TRADITION. 


nn Apnl 14th, 1910. Prcsklea 
llow.ud Tail began a sports 
n adit inn by throwing ountr 
first kiM-h.ill of the season 
I li.it happened at an America. 
League game betwee* 
Washington and Philadelphia 
Washington won. 3-0. 

WHO WAS BARON MAN. 
FRED VON RICHT0FEN1 

Baton Manfred von Ridilofe 
was the German World It 
One Hying ace known as ih, 
"Red Harem.'' He was credit 
will) NO kills before being shr 
down in 19 IK during the Bart 
ul the Snmme. Royal Ftor. - 
Corps pilots recovered L 
body find he was buried rt 
lull military honors. 


WHAT'S BUDDHA'S RUI 
NAME? 

lire I oil mk-i of Buddhism 
given name was Siddhanl* 
He’s i bought to have Iked 
India li»uu about 563 BC i 
4 S3 lit:. Buddha means *•' 
enliglitened one" in Sanskrit 

A UNION BINJJJfS 

LAND AND SCOTUNDJJ 
1707 RESULTED IN J 
FORMATION OF WHAT? 

Great Britain. (Wales had her 
a part of l-ngland since t 
1500s.) Today’s U° l,<: 
Kingdom consists of ^ 
Britain and Northern lrd» 



TTi 

TJ 

mm 


WT 

He 

rrm 


NEW YORK, (UPI) - More than 
a million people caused a vir- 
tual traffic |am on tho Internet 
Wednesday night, as they tried 
to sneak a peek at Victoria's 
Secret's spring fashion show. 

’ m spokesman for the lingerie 
company says the problem 
m % happened when tens of 
thousands of people tried 
m % to log onto the Victoria’s 
A MkSecret web site at the same 
time and overloaded their server. 

The site had more than 1 million hits 
last night, surpassing the number of 
web surfers who tried to glimpse 
President Clinton's grand jury testimony 
last night. 

The less 20-minute show, which had 


been promoted during tlie'SjS 
broadcast last Sunday, feature^ 
Banks, Stephanie Semuur an d 
oilier beauties modeling the 
new confections at ManhattapSvW 
Wall Street. t 

In keeping with thp thein ^ ^3 
evening, which was Fantasy 
many of the models donne 
fairy wings or floral crowns «WTjl 
their various bras, bustiers, 
filmy wraparound skirts. 'k'Li 
Sitting front row and 
spectacle were Donald 
per Sean “Puffy" Combs, -'mJG 

By KAREN ^ 
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SCRABBLE® lb n liademaik ol Hoebro In Hie Unlt«d Sraton c^h 

J.W. Spoar s Sins PLC. C »989 HhsDic Ah lights ibwmmi Usad wiih ptm wtan «4 

□ □□□□□□ 
E 000000 LJ 

□□□□□□□ ^ 

LJ 

□□□□□□□ . LJ 

00®0000 

□□□□□□□ j: 

0000000 ja acM 

PAR SCORE 95-105 RACK *» 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from Ihe letters In each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words gel 50-pomt 
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are in 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merrlnm-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

0 1999. United F nature Syndcato, Inc. 

vCIWBBLC* JUDD'S SOLUTION TO PREVIOUS GAME 

BFW tD © 1099. United Feature Syndic olo. Inc 

~ -El JL Jl_ rack i = 60 

LJ _[]_ Ni A' Lt St rack 2 = 62 

UL 0 0 0 }± [^] jj] RACK 3 = 59 

S @ f^l R m f^*l I I RACK 4 = 20 

PAR U judd's TOTAL ~20l" 

j a iradamarV. of Hasbro In the Untied Stales and Canada and olsev.here ol 
■n. .ipear & Sons PLC. C IBM Hasbro. All rijhls reserved Usad wrllb permission 


Qvxys — - 4 faUeve it or Not/* 

m UATfe 
I2EQUB5T 

mixing* m cte/mre? \ — 

WMFISHIN &OHB ~~ 


WORDY GURDY 

1. Brown imrwi- ■mck'n tuttois i I ) 


fgm. 


■ ~ it ^"7:^10 . ' ~ 1 ~!~ !' 


2 . (.nlMi p po^ro. i ll j)li|iitr^( 1 )^ 

3. Bloody iii lo (2) 

□ XE 3 D I I n 

4. Miiko a hole In n vlmiow ini it ( ] ) 


i-y fid. >:y iti-d.y faji:- 

Fvvn .nivurr js.i i hv mini; 
piifr nf \\nrri-, iliki- l-’ATP.VI 
iinrllMIl'fll.i: I |{(H lil.l'i. .mil 
lin y ulll 111 In Ihi- trtli'r 
MjiisiiTv tin* tmmlH r altiT Hu- 
ili-ll nillon ti l Is v« m I hi is iiuny 
s> llnldrs In iMiti hutiI. Tim in 
Mm. M-iirl uiiii uriniii.il rliuni-s 
Mill! vuiir rli-liiuliiili.s til this 
lli -H s|i:ifH-r. .Ml riitrtt-s Ini 111111 - 
Ihi- priijji-rlj of US. lilt. 
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6 RAFFITI 


f . 1 j.O lin.imj t-r.iiin.j j/n-iH an in: 


1 rilL-n w - 1 Tn t-.c 


?■ Legi I gum- inti-ns for <^ nim in m-nun- t 1 1 
0. Iliinl bit ImBs for hii umk-IK iiri-.sini ra» 


7. One who eshitiHshos n fljitfMi l'*!i 


Answers of previous Wordy Gurdy 

I. WKKPY SI.KKI'V 2. KAITY II.M’I'V a. MOPKV IIOl'KV i. IlfH'K hur 
0. SI. HAZY HNDKX.Y H. l ltUMI'Y CitHMPV 7. ICAMIKUI. IIASl | KHI. 


liiPllil 

mmm 






lV/W FqTIp 




.1 « - fl^MM MV/. |.- f V 


WHy p o puRft-RT tvs jus r Wny if- this cal led a ji -s bc en a i.ovelv vioi rj c COf . r « t> rn 

HAVE WORPS ON 1HE|A? GA|(=? Wit/ CANT' WP GO ^Z~CjL U ¥‘ LEAP A rrfEUV S 

CAN l CARRY SO/AE FH I N G-? IN THERE 7 CAN l WATrH FT. I 


CAN l CARR/ SOMETHIN Or? IN THERE? CAN l WATCH 

S1U RIPE<)HT ' C 

^ LATORb - jrrrrrrH fr-TV 1 f-, ' .'-'AHOVA'j 

BeFlIK-ri) iTl firii .Hi lU 


LI RS roFLA WHILE. 


ms 

MEG 


aaM.by L 

HOLUWIKIC- OUT \ 

siPKTt&ic mms* 

1 GOT MY BAM J 

SMOWWOMAM 

To STAUD UP! I v. 


■ 1 // " 
te 7 r 


sip ws 

® , yp i *» 


't;.‘ t.. 


jC 

J 




co otop' 


*>7 — - r ;/. 

> w \ .•-» / 


— r* 


3±5 


.. MATURE. 

>\mrs a 

VACUUM, 

ASHlt-Y 


n (K-j \l xvi 


I 

Pickles bv Brian Crane 


s yy 


H .fe 


^0 =. 


Pe65K7ENt'oR • ■ 

*^16 United 6 te.fc«£ in 1&4 1, , 
WPNCrr LEGACY A6&JM8 . 

1 • •••■^^7;.. , KOF#ce , 

■ ■ ^ <^^i bggutJ ■ ■■■•' 

BN -3 . *, 

.. aMgNpa&nt) ■ 



^VOUATTWE ^ 
HBCK IG 


A 


IT L OCXS, LIKE 
, A5»UC6 0 F r 


A 


ft***? 

r ( ty rr 

i & u* 


YEAH. I U 
J LO&TOKiE ' 
OP MY Ret? 


l HERESY ' :l 
PECLM5E THE 
WPUSEBRENWMfr 
P^CJEEDIH^ 
oyEf», M4D THEY 
WERE JWbUTTLS 
700 SUCCESSFUL, 
l fWtMT MO... 
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IOC'S HODLER 
PARRIES MEDIA FRENZY 



TOKYO (AFP) — International 
Olympic Committee executive 
Marc Hodler, who helped 
expose the Olympic corruption 
scandal, faced a media frenzy 
Friday as he flew in to mark the 
first anniversary of the Nagano 
Winter Games. 

Hounded by reporters, the 
former president of the 
International Ski Federation 
insisted he was not a member 
of the IOC panel probing the 
suspected buying of votes by 
bid cities. 

"Nagano was an excellent 
choice, how the choice was 
made is another matter.” he 
told reporters on arrival at 
Tokyo’s Narita airport on his 
way to Nagano, some 200 kilo- 
meters (1 25 miles) to the north- 
west. 

The 79-year-old Swiss lawyer 
later met in Tokyo with Yoshiaki 
Tsutsumi, honorary president of 
tl,e Japanese Olympic 
Committee, and exchanged 
views on the biggest ethics 
scandal ever to rock the 
Olympic movement. 

‘Mr Hodler said he thought it 
w« a good opportunity to 
^ry out sweeping reforms" in 
* he Olympic movement, 
_ sutsumi f old reporters after 


the meeting. 

Hodler said last December 
that cities hoping to host the 
summer and winter Olympics 
regularly offered bribes in the 
form of financial inducements 
and extravagant favors to some 


members of the IOC for their 
votes. 

His allegations led to an 
investigation or Salt Lake' City's 
successful 2002 Winter Games 
bid, and now other cities 
including Nagano, which has 


admitted some excesses in its 
campaign. 

Hodler said after meeting 
Tsutsumi that it would be the 
IOC probe panel but not him 
which would investigate if there 
was any wrongdoing on the 


part of Nagano's bidders. 

He also defended IOC presi- 
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch 
who lias come under mounting 
pressure to rosign amid the 
scandal. 

"The president is indispens- 



able for the IOC,” Hodler was 
quoted as saying by Tsutsumi. a 
railway and resort magnate 
known to he one nf 
Sainar. nidi's confidants. 

Hodler. due to attend cere- 
monies marking the first 
anniversary of the Nagano 
Olympics opening on Sunday, 
also said the purpose nf his visit 
was to celebrate the success of 
the Caines and nut to discuss 
how Nagano was chosen. 

lluini iding with the festivi- 
ties. Japanese Olympic 
Oonumlicc sec i nary gciKM.il 
Yuslmo Yagi will lie in Nagano 
witli a sew n -member panel 
investigating the city's hid. 

iMilsunii said lie had “no 
knowledge of any wrongdoing” 
on the pari nT Nagano's hid 
ciimil1l1li‘>'. despite ie. rill lew- 
|. ilii'lis over luirncil .ucouill 
lionks. gill-. I"i m». Iilemhels. 
im hiding Stin.it. lilt h. and .ilk- 
gatiuin o| lavish spending i»n 


l.ipaiit-M- my w<*n ihe i. mu-s m 

■| Would have slopped them 
if they said tluv would do 
something wiong 1 ilmuglu 
Nagano would win the li.unes 
wit hum doing anything 

wrong.” lie said. 


LAUSANNE DECLARATION MEETS 


WORLDWIDE CRITICISM 


Uusanne/Homburg (dpa) — 
Politicians expressed disap- 
pointment while much of rhe 
'grid’s p ress was highly critl- 
Friday 0 f the final declare- 
0n at the Lausanne confer- 
I* ence , 011 d oping in sport. "The 
*. mucl »-heraided world confer- 
«nce on doping ended in 
*' U 8ed disarray in Lausanne 
• ’T tcr j day ‘ becoming another 
sse opportunity to impose 
J " T .* eVere an ti-drogs policy,” the 
£ newspaper reported in 
iV : a n ’ Britain's Independent 

| newspaper said: "The 'dear 
p nessage- whlch thc 

^ mernatfonaj Olympic 
£ Committee hoped to send out 
Si • ll,c * r World Conference 

;; - 0,,il ’8 became one ofcon- 

j s on and uncertainty" 
^ Denmark’s Ekstra Bladct said: 
,v ! °C president) Juan Antonio 
^niaranch has again managed 
0,31(0 *** of the entire 
w °rld. Tlie whole infiat- 

m 


ed conference was revealed to 
be a collection of big words 
without the slightest sub- 
stance.” Miada frontB Dnes of 
thc Czech Republic said: "Tlie 
result Is a compromise which 
will change nothing. There are 
doubts whether an IOC with 
Juan Antonio Samaranch as 
president can In fact provide 
. the guarantee of a dean 
sport.” However, Sweden’s 
Dagens Nyheter said thc final 
declaration was • “great 
progress", saying that for the 
first time thc IOC had bowed to 
pressure . from outside. 
Politicians were disappointed 
with the outcome. Germany's 
Interior Minister Otto Sdilly 
said the declaration was 
''unsatisfactory”. Schiiy, who 
had called for compulsory two- 
ryear bans for first doping- 
offenders, said die decision to , . 
allow- more ■ lenient bans in 
some’ circumstances "soft- • 


ened” the threat of sanctions. 
Britain's Sports Minister Tony 
Banks said the objections by 
European sports ministers, 
who refused to endorse the 
dosing document, were shared 
by government representatives 
from the United States, 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Norway and others. Manfred 
von Richthofen, president of 


(he Germans Sports 
Federation, said there was a 
loophole in the sanctions 
which would open the door to 
abuse. Former German foreign 
minister Klaus Kinkel said: 
"This will not help the IOC and 
sport as a whole get to grips 
with die doping problem and 
regain lost trust.” Thc 
Lausanne conference ended 


Thursday with agreement to 
set up an anti-doping agency 
to combat the use of perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs in 
sport. A new medical code sets 
out a minimum two-year ban 
for doping offenders but 
allows international sports fed- 
erations to impose discre- 
tionary lesser bans in unspeci- 
fied exceptional cases. The 


deal is a compromise to some 
international sports federa- 
tions - including football's 
world governing body FIFA and 
the cycling federation UCI - 
which have resisting unified 
and fixed minimum sanctions. 
Samaranch described the con- 
ference as "a huge triumph for 
sport". 


^ - i » \ s " : 


WASHINGTON |APP) — Fans of retired, basketball super* ’ 
star Michael Jordan will soon he able to add action figures 
to their collection of memorabilia. on one of sport's (host 
popular icons. Toy manufacturer Mattel plans to produce a 
limited run of three action figures mimicking the legendary: 
player. ; • ■ - •• >■- 

"Michael has tremendous popularity with kids and adults... 
worldwide, and we are confident fans, and coliecfor^' will. ! 
seek out this kind of limited Jordan merChantfist^jsays';: 
Bruco Stein, president of CaliforniU'baSeil Mattel. * *\ > I 
.. The figurines will replicate J6rdan in thrcfedltferd irtjslrjes ; . 


No- C^lcfiAjp- 
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ROUNDUP: HINGIS 
BEATS GRAF, SELES WINS 


Tokyo (DPA) — World number one Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States crashed out of the To ray Pacific Open in Tokyo in a 
2-6, 6-4, 6-3 defeat to the South African Amanda Coetzer in quar- 
ter-final play Friday. 

In the semi-finals, Coetzer will play fourth-ranked Monica Seles 
of the United States who enjoyed a 7-5, 6-3 victory over Anna 
Koumikova of Russia. 

Australian Open winner Martina Hingis or Switzerland, the 
world number two, defeated Steffi Graf of Germany 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 
to book her place in the last four of the 1 ,05-million-dollar tour- 
nament. 

Hingis now comes up against world number three Jana Novotna 
who went through after Natasha Zvereva of Belarus retired after 
the first set. won 7-5 by the Czech player. 

To rav Pan Pacific 
Opens tennis results 

TOKYO (AFP) — Results from the one-million-dollar Toray Pan 
Pacific Open tennis tournament here on Friday (x denotes seeds): 
Quarter-finals 

Martina Hingis (Swi x2) bt Steffi Graf (Ger x5) 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 
Amanda Coetzer (Rsa x7) bt Lindsay Davenport (USA xl> 2-6, 6-4, 
6-3 

Jana Novotna (Cze x3) bt Natasha Zvereva (Blr x8) 7-5. ret 
Monica Seles (USA x4) bt Anna Koumikova (Rus x6) 7-5, 6-3 

CLEMENT, POZZI 
ADVANCE TO 
SEMIFINALS 

MARSEILLE. France (AP) — France’s Amnud Clement advanced 
to the semifinals of a professional tournament for the first time 
in his career Friday, beating world junior champion Roger 
Federer of Switzerland at cite S514.000 Marseilles Open. 

Clement won 6-3, 6-3. Clement and Federer both got into the 
event on wild cards. Clement will face either Cedric Pioline or 
Nicolas Escudo in Saturday's semifinals. Clement, who has yet to 
face a seeded player here, broke service once to take the first set. 
and three more times in the second as Ills returns got the better 
of his Swiss opponent. 

“1 benefited from a good draw and want to make the most of 
It," the 21-ycar-old Frenchman said. "Federer didn't serve well 
and that made all the difference.” 

In another quarterfinal contest. No. 4 seed Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland trounced Italy's Gianluca Pozzi, 6-2, 6-1, to set up a 
semifinal meeting against cither Fabricc Santoro of France or 
young Slovakian Dominik Hrbaty. 

Marseilles tennisjrssv.lts 

MARSEILLE, France (AP) — Results Friday at the S5 14,000 
Marseilles Open (seeds in parentheses): Quarterfinals, 

Marc Rosset (4), Switzerland, def. Gianluca Pozzi, Italy, 6-2 6-1 . 
Amaud Clement, France, def. Roger Federer, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-3. 
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TYSON GETS YEAR IN JAIL 
IN MARYLAND ASSAULT 


ROCKVILLE, Maryland (AP) — 
Before he was sentenced to one year in 
jail for assaulting two motorists, Mike 
Tyson summed up his own fate in a let- 
ter to the judge. 

"Jail “ Tyson wrote, "would mean I 
lose everything." 

judge Stephen Johnson read the let- 
ter aloud Friday, but it held no sway 
when it came time to pronounce sen- 
tence. 

Calling Tyson someone who “repeat- 
edly speaks and acts compulsively and 
violently," the Judge put the 32-year- 
old fighter back behind bars, jeopar- 
dizing the career of one of the all-time 
great heavyweights. 

The standing-room-only crowd in 
the courtroom groaned in surprise. 
Tyson slumped, but barely. His wife, 
Monica, was in tears. She tried to get 
to him, but couldn't push her way 
through a crowd of bailiff's. 

Only minutes before, he had gently 
stroked her face as they waited 
through a recess in the three-hour 
hearing. 

Tyson was placed in handcuffs, then 
had them removed so he could sign 
some papers. Then two sets of cuffs 
were placed on him, with his hands 
behind his back, and lie was led away, 
showing little emotion the entire time. 

'T think this was clearly a case of 
'•taking an example of Michael one 
more time," said Michael Steele. 
Monica Tyson's brother. 

Tyson kicked one motorist and 
punched another after a minor three- 
car accident in Gaithersburg, Maryland 
011 ^ l, B- 31. In December, Tyson ptcad- 
rd no contest __ meaning he neither 
protested the charges nor admitted 
guilt. 

The court views tills as a tragic 
example of potentially lethal road 


rage." Johnson said. "Witnesses say he 
is kind, caring and thoughtful. 
Unfortunately, this eouit cannot look 
into the defendant's mind." 

Tyson could have received up to 20 
years In jail. He was sentenced to two 
years in jail on each count with one 
year suspended, running concurrently. 
He was also fined S 5,000 and will have 
to serve two years’ probation and per- 
form 200 hours of community service 
upon release. With good behavior, he 
could be released in six months. 

But authorities in Indiana must also 
decide ifiyson has violated his proba- 
tion from his 1991 rape conviction. 
Tyson was released in 1995 after serv- 
ing three years of a six-year sentence, 
and his probation was set to expire in 
March. 

Prosecutors said they might not 
have pressed for jail had Tyson been 
more contrite. 

"He's not admitted his guilt," 
Montgomery County Stale's Attorney 
Douglas Gansicr said. "He's never 
admitted his gtiilr." 

The decision came three weeks alter 
Tyson's successful comeback against 
Francois Botha, his first light since he 
lost his license for biring Evaiulcr 
Holyfield's ears during a championship 
bout in June 1997. Tyson was sched- 
uled to light April 24 in Las Vegas 
against an opponent to be determined. 

The sentence could lend to .t review 
of Tyson's license by the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission. Dr. James Nave, 
the only Nevada commissioner who 
voted against Tyson when the panel 
reinstated his license, said it was pos- 
sible the five members would take no 
further action, especially since the 
license expires Dec. 31. 

“My sense is that if it is true, if lie's 
going to be in jail for a year, there's not 


much need at this point for us to take 
action," Nave said. "What would be the 
reason for us to do anything?" 

Marino Capurro, spokesman for 
Showtime, the cable network that has 
a multiple-fight contract with Tyson, 
said he was "surprised at the severity 
of the sentence." 

Tyson can appeal within 30 days. If 
the appeal is granted, lie would stand 
trial on the charges, lie cannot be 
released on hail before Monday, when 
lie can request a hearing. 

The two victims, Abmiclcc Sancedo 
and Richard llnrdick. settled out of 
court, and were against sending Tyson 
to jail. Both were at the hearing. 


Tyson's lawyers called several wit- 
nesses, including the head of a local 
homeless shelter where Tyson has per- 
formed volunteer work. Tyson's boxing 
adviser, Shelley Finkel, testified the 
fighter had S 20 million in debts to the 
IRS and others. 

"Any time at this point that he would 
be taken out uf the ring would be a 
real death sentence,” finkel said. 
“There is the likelihood that lie would 
lose his license, which would he ta ma- 
in mnu to banning him Ifnui boxing." 

Mn nil a Tyson, lighting kick tears .is 
she testified on her husband's behalf, 
said lie was under ",i t re me minus 
a mou ni of si ress" at the time of the 


assault because of his debts and his 
boxing suspension. 

“He fell like he couldn't provide Tor 
us" she said. 

Tyson's lawyers also said the fighter 
was not taking his antidepressants at 
the time of the accident. Tyson, who 
has been undergoing . therapy at 
Georgetown University Hospital, had 
been taking medication to help control 
his temper. 

Prosecutors, however, hammered 
away at Tyson's violent past, iclerring 
to the lighter as a 'Time bomb." 

And. said Carol Crawford, the assis- 
tant state's attorney: "(he time bomb 
exploded that day." 
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(Continued from page 1) 

organ was removed after detection of cancer. 

Earlier reports from the USA said that the 
King was on a respirator when he left Mayo, 
others described him as unconscious whilst 
one source in the US said that he was clinically 
dead, a definition of the King's condition that 
spread like fire. 

Arab News Network (ANN), a London based 
satellite station that tries to emulate CNN, 
dropped the word “clinically" from the term, 
pronouncing him dead early in the afternoon. 

“These are only rumors and speculations," a 
Jordanian official told the Arab Daily last night. 
“Some are untrue. The King's situation is criti- 
cal and that is all there is to it," he added. 

At Eight in the evening, Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh went on a television news bulletin 
calling on all to await official statements from 
the Royal Court or government. 

“Transparency is the King's trait, especially 
during his illness. This is why we will make all 
news public - officially." 

Tarawneh reiterated an earlier official state- 
ment that the King is under intensive care and 
called on God to save the King after warning 
that a main reason behind publishing unofficial 
statements is sensationalism and the urge lo 
announce scoops. 

The King, who was declared dear from can- 
cerous cells after six months of treatment in 
the US, had to return to Mayo only a week after 
his grand homecoming an January 19. He had 


suffered a relapse. 

His doctors started him on another course if 
chemotherapy upon his return to get him ready 
for a second bnne marrow transplant, which 
failed again. 

Marwan Muasher, the King's envoy to 
Washington, told the nation in a Jordan 
Television interview on Wednesday that the 
King had to be subjected to careful monitoring 
for two weeks, suggesting that he was in a crit- 
ical condition then. 

His hurried rush back to Mayo after a wwl 
from his return launched a new series of specu- 
lations worldwide. Some agencies and publiu- 
tions analyzed that the sole purpose of the trip 
back home was to change his successor in m 
a new round of treatment fails and others wsi 
as far as to say that he had also come back w 
bid farewell to the nation after he was told that 
the first transplant had failed. 

During his slay in Amman, the King appli- 
ed Prince Abdullah as Crown Prince instead ci 
Prince Hassan. liven though he had said earlier 
that he was contemplating a separation 
between the posts of Crown Prince and Rcgf« 
the King left his eldest son in charge as Reg fr; 
before leaving back Tor treatment. 

Tlie 37-year- old Prince is a career soldi* 
who has proven his leadership abilities and pro- 
fessional diplomacy in talks with internal^ 
figures in the US, Europe and Arab states. W 
because of his post in the military, most cf to 
activities were not allowed in public. 


AMMAN. Jordan (AP) — In somber scenes. Jordanians huddle 
under a freezing, driving rain Friday near the milirary hospital 
where King Hussein is being treated for cancer, waiting for news of 
the man who has ruled choir country for 46 years. 

Royal palace sources, insisting on anonymity, said the king's 
brain had stopped functioning, his liver and kidneys had railed and 
he was surviving on life support in intensive care. 

Hundreds of Jordanians came to the hospital where Hussein was 
taken to offer their organs to save the king. They came from 
throughout the country and blocked the streets surrounding the 
hospiral, called the King Hussein Medical City. 

"I heard of his kidney and liver failure and I am here to oiler 
mine to Hussein, said Aluned Saiahat, 55, a businessman, standing 
at rhe hospital's gate with his 1 5-year-old son. Hamza. 

Others grieved at his condition. 

Today it is like I'm losing my whole world, I’m falling apart. I 
can't even think of the future. It's like rhe whole world is falling 
apart. He's a father to millions,” said Aliya Mainkcgh, a 32-year-old 
secretary who stood outside die hospital sobbing. 

Across the capital, his countrymen watched television, listened 
to radio and scoured newspapers for dues lo his deierioiating 
health, many expecting the worst following his return limn 1 1 days 
of treatment for lymphatic cancer in the United States. 


Hussein. 63, flew home from the Mayo Clinic in Rt. Chester, 

innesota, after his body rejected a bone marrow transplant 
meant to fight the cancer. A palace statement said Hussein's inter- 
nal organs had failed and that his return home was on his ' per- 
sistent wish." 

The news on Jordan television gave few details on the king's con- 
dition. but manyJonl.iiii.ins knew he was in j grave state I rum uiit- 
siile repmts or from the somber mood on the Male ihannel, which 
broadcast programs on hLsioiic.il events in Hussein's life. 

Inrisar Najih. 44. a homemaker standing in tin- rain outside the 
hospital, raised her hand in prayeis: ' I plead m almighty Cod i,> 
protect Hussein ami help him get nut of his sickbed 
sound.” 

Standing next to drier woman wealing ,i heads cuil 

sobbed saying ' ' I wish it was me instead of him." 

We love Hussein and we die for Hussein; he is mil father and 
lie is our leader; he made Jordan: lie made us; everything is for his 
sake, ciied a young man .i$ the crowd shouted find putter t mu 
lord, Hussein." 

Elsewhere in Amman, a i.apiial ol 1.2 mi Ili mi. stiei-ts wen- <|iiiei 
and businesses closed on I i id ay. tin- Muslim hnlv day. 

Itut in a smoky cullee shop in Amman's outskirts. |> »i (i.ini.in men 
wlio traditionally spend Friday afternoon suit iking the wju-i nine 


and playing cards were instead glued to a television set. 

Sipping coffee. Chazi Sharif, 62. said; ' It's ,\ great tragedy for 
the Arab .mil Islamic worlds lo lose an expel tented itilcr who lias 
been there for almost 50 years." 

It s .1 big loss for us,” lie added in ,i crackling voice as two 
other men on a nearby table nodded in roiisenl. 

I he programs un stale television centered on Hussein, including 
Ins l‘i‘M peace lie.ily with Israel. Alsu shown wen* dips of Hussein 
kissing and hugging childieit, shaking hands with world leaden., 
unhiding II.' 5. I'u-sident Hill ( lint on, .mil sound liites u| his impor- 
tant speeches. 

I.vervh'idy knows that the king is dying.” said Selena llazou. 

■ ,f, ‘ "ll'nv I It might have happened .ill early and these 

programs ,ire .liming eveivhody to that l.m. ' 

li.nlier Friday. Hussein was carefully taken utl the plane 

siieicliei. an intravenous cl up .Mini lied to Ins arm. As aides mined 
the king, whose lac e was Hushed, he lepeatedlv re.u lied our for the 

hand of Om ni Nuor. said royal pai.ne i-s who saw the King. 

the weeping of women rolalive; many diesseil in hla.k broke 
the somber silence, said the sources, speaking on condition of 
anonym i i\\ 

Iordan television interrupted its pi ogi.iin ming Finlay iihemoon 
to say the king was still um lei going nn-dn.il iicauiieitl. 
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